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Ar{d it is further written: “And all the congregation lifted up their
voice and cried and the people wept that night” (Numbers

14:1). Ra.bba said that Rabbi Yohanan said: That night was the night
of the Ninth of Av. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to them: You
wept needlessly that night, and I will therefore establish for you a true
tragedy over which there will be weeping infuture generations. Ta’anit 29a
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“xRY o793 Dy 123 oyw) — The explanation of the people wept that night is 83 2W nyb 1
My 1eYn 1mY97 WK DYaN3 D9rma - that the spies came into [the people’s] tents toward
evening after they left Moses’ presence,? 11X b1 wn by o3 uHM MW P21 — and in the
morning [the people] arose early and they all murmured against Moses and Aaron (v. 2).3
127 M7 oMmiR N DhaND 12,7 DIYIND MWD AN MK N - And thus Moses said when
recounting this incident later, You slandered in your tents (Deuteronomy 1:27), for it was in their
tents, away from the presence of Moses and Aaron, that they spoke the “words of a slanderer.”™
[Ramban quotes a comment of the Sages on our verse:]

niat ma3 onb yapx o by maa 103 Bn :1372% BynaT wnian MeK) — And our Sages, of
blessed memory, said, commenting on our passage: The Holy One, blessed is He, declared,
“They have wept a weeping without cause on this night, and as punishment I will establish for
them a weeping for future generations on this same nigh » (Taanis 292).5 M Xp MyT KN
m aoyin myeaw 1) — But 1 do not know from what allusion in the passage [the Sages]
derived this idea® XY DbINd 1M NT7 WRKT KD TR YN WX XA Xom xpn Dax
= Yip3 wnw — But it is reflected in an explicit verse elsewhere in Scripture: And they despised
the desirable land, they had no faith in His Word; they slandered in their tents, they did
not heed the voice of HASHEM.  "NiY1%3 oD DMa3 Dy 7971 13703 DRk b’ o M REM -
Then He lifted up His hand in oath against them, to cast them down in the wilderness, and
to cast down their descendants among the nations and to scatter them among the lands (Psalms
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The destruction of Jerusalemi came through a Kamza and a Bar Kam_za; Th;
destruction of Jerusalem came through a Kamza and a Bar Kamza mn this way.
certain man had a friend Kamza and an enemy Bar Kamza. He once made a party and
said to his servant, Go and bring Kamza. The man went and brought Bar Kamza.
When the man [who gave the party] found him there h.e said, See, you tell tales about
me; what are you doing here? Get out. Said the ot.her: Since I am here, let me stay, anc}
I will pay you for whatever I eat and drink. He said, I won't. Then let me give you ha'l11
the cost of the party. No, said the other. Then let me pay for the whole pa)r?n/%li sti

said, No, and he took him by the hand and put him out. Said the other, Since the
Rabbis were sitting there and did not stop him, this shows that they agreed with him. I
will go and inform against then, to the Government. He went and said to the
Emperor, The Jews are rebelling against you. He said, How can [ tell? He said to him:
Send them an offering and see whether they will offer it [on the altat]. So he sent with
him a fine calf. While on the way he made a blemish on its upper lip, or as some say
on the white of its eye, in a place where we [Jews] count it a blemish but they do not.
The Rabbis were inclined to offer it in order not to offend the Government. Said R.
Zechariah b. Abkulas to them: People will say that blemished animals are offered on
the altar. They then proposed to kill Bar Kamza so that he should not go and mform
against them, but R. Zechariah b. Abkulas said to them, Is one who makes 2 blemish
on consecrated animals to be put to death? R. Johanan thereupon remarked: Through
the scrupulousness (iIMNNY) of R. Zechariah b. Abkulas our House has been
destroyed, our Temple burnt and we ourselves exiled from our land. Gitten 555
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R. Shesheth threw them away [spat them out] with his tongue. R. Papa threw them
behind the couch It was said of R. Zechariah b. Eucolos that he would turn his face to
the back of the couch and throw them away. Shabbos 1434
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