.ountMeron. H%(l)(!i- lﬁ'll"‘s
1208my % (israeli-

Karmi’elq ®Rama occupied)
.Haifa, QiryatAta  Sea of
Mount Carmel 546 m, G

oNazareth
,B;.t She’an
Hadera, Janin®
Netanya,
i WEST
Herzliyya,  BANK
Tel Aviv-Yafo o JPetah Tiqwa
BatYam®
Rehovote oRamallah
Rshiots @derusalem *
Bet Shemesh® 5
Ashgelon, Bethlehem
<Hebron I r’w. d
Burag ‘En Gedig~ ;i;j m
GAZA .
STRIP

: JUDAEA il
Sy JBeersheba JArad ¢

Nir Yizhaq Y

SRAEL

*Dimona

Hazeva,
NEGEV a)

‘En Yahav & :
: ~
% A Mount
Ramon
1035m

%

Elat

Gulf of

dgaba.,

\dis Bon



__, '8 “Thus said the entire assembly of HASHEM:
‘What is this treachery that you have committed against the God of Israel — to turn away

" from HASHEM this day, by building for yourselves an altar for your rebellion this day against

HASHEM? 17 Is the sin of Peor not enough for us — from which we have not become
cleansed until this day, and which resulted in the plague in the assembly of HASHEM? 18 Yet
today you would turn away from HASHEM? If you rebel against HASHEM today, tomorrow
He will be angry with the entire assembly of Israel. *° But if the land of your possession is
contaminated, cross over to the land of HASHEM's possession where the Sanctuary of
HASHEM is, and take your possession among us; but do not rebel against HASHEM and do
not rebel against us by building for yourselves an altar other than the Altar of HASHEM, our
God. 2 Did not Achan son of Zerah commit treachery regarding the consecrated property,
and wrath fell upon the entire assembly of Israel? That man was not the only one to perish
for his sin!’”

21 The children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh responded

24 if we did not do this out of fear, saying [to ourselves]: In the future your children might
say to our children, ‘What have you to do with HASHEM the God of Israel? > HASHEM has
established a border between us and you, O children of Reuben and children of Gad — the
Jordan! You have no share in HAsHeM!” So your children will cause our children to stop
fearing HASHEM. 2° Therefore, we said, ‘Let us do this for ourselves — to build the altar, not
for elevation-offering and not for sacrifice, 2’ but so that it will be a witness between us and
you and our generations after us, to perform the service of HASHEM before Him with our
elevation-offerings, and with our offerings and with our peace-offerings. " Then your
children will not say to our children in the future, ‘You have no share in HASHEM. '
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:-’\ 250 — A point of halachah was discussed:®  numm why
_5 | fiya 1x121 — Three gifts were created in the world: wisdom,

/ trength, and wealth.®  nbiyiz b3 nman vy 1 noxa 3y —

\—/ Ie who has attained one of them has thereby acquired the

nost precious treasures of the entire world.® a2 Ny
123 113t — Thus, if he has attained wisdom, he has attained
werything; 53231333 oy — if he has attained strength,
1e has attained everything; Y332 nar 2wiva nar — and if he
1as attained wealth, he has attained everything.® 'y —
Now, when is this true? iR 052 NINM DMWY NnR TV N1
— When they are gifts from Heaven and they are accompa-
nied by the strength of the Torah.*®  =iya bw 1wy ina1 bax
mY3 inx o7) — However, the strength and wealth of a flesh
and blood human being are worth nothing.®

W pB? 1910 NIT 3 WD 12 NN 1PRY Mara X namm —
And when these gifts do not originate from the iioly' 6ne
blessed is He,"™ they will ultimately cease from being in [theixz
owner’s possession].
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The Midrash mentions several Scriptural figures who pos-
sessed these qualities, but ultimately lost them because they were
not properly utilized as gifts from Heaven:
1wnia1 wy — Our Rabbis have taught:  nbiya ymy omon ww
— Two wise men arose in the world, 7% Sxvwm Nx
o%iyn Mmxn — one among the people of Israel and the other
one among the nations of the world:  nyYm Sxatrm boinmx
obivir ninikn — namely, Ahithophel among the people of Israel™
and Balaam among the nations of the world; 1 172x) omawh
obivi — and both of them were eradicated from the world."
obiva 1oy o™iaa WY 131 — Similarly, two strong men arose in
the world, oYy nimNg MR X7 MR — one among the
people of Israel and the other one among the nations of the
world: Dby nimkn mby Sxam 1w — namely, Samson
among the people. of Israel, and Goliath among the nations of
the world;  obivi ma 11ax o7y — and both of them were
eradicated from the world.™  o%iya rmy orrwy w1 —
Likewise, two rich men arose in the world, 5x7m X
obiyi1 nimNp MX) — one among the people of Israel and the
other one among the nations of the world:  pam Sxwm mp
Dbt nimxy — namely, Korah among the people of Israel,™
and Haman among the nations of the world;"™  y1axy oiuen
obivi1 1 — and both of them were eradicated from the world.
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§20 vnbmiy Py YIpY — THEN JACOB RENT HIS GARMENTS.
The Midrash takes up the theme that no anguish inflicted
by one person on another goes unrequited:
Ty mywin 127 ows ome 21 — R’ Pinchas said in the name of
R’ Hoshayah:  yhpb oipaxb my3 ewaw — The progenitors of
the tribes (i.e., Joseph’s brothers) caused their father to rend
his garments; B Y193 13" — where, then, were they re-
paid measure for measure?™”  onvnly WY MY DNINRD
» Ay — In Egypt, as it is stated, They rent their garments, etc.
(below, 44:13).25 .
yinpY owawh o qor — Joseph caused the progenitors of the
twelve tribes (i.e., his brothers) to rend their garments;*" ™y
f y1on 133 12 — his descendant therefore stood to be repaid in
kind, mppbaty YR YIRY” TMKIY — as it is stated, Joshua
tore his garments (Joshua 7:6).%" .
b ooaw’ o3 a2 — Benjamin, too, caused the progenitors
of the twelve tribes (i.e., his brothers) to rend their garments;®?
f> y791 ;"M — where, then, was he repaid in kind? W
PR AK DT VIR Ksw 3l — In Shushan the capital,
as it is stated, and Mordechai tore his clothes (Esther 4:1).%

0% TYDNT KY 2IN3T K IR T

P70 MY vaw 1oxY KXY nbnon A

% — And why were they all eradicated from the world? x5y
R¥T 913 wWinpn e nann i — Because their gifts were not
from the Holy One, blessed is He, % anix povin — rather
they “snatched” it for themselves.™
The Midrash connects its discussion to our passage:

TINT 11 ) N33 Kyin 0N 19 — And you find similarly regard-
ing the children of Gad and the children of Reuben, iy
5113 mapn onb nvm oy — that they were wealthy and pos-
sessed abundant livestock;  y7xn yin nn% 1w oiinn X 1am
Y%7t — and because they treasured their money, they settled
outside of the Land of Israel proper.™  5an nbnn 15 qomb
owavin — Therefore, they were the first of all the tribes to be
exiled by the Assyrians,  vaw »wnb b uaxab obyy mxw
"y — as it is stated, And he (the king of Assyria) led away
the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh
into exile (I Chronicles 5:26)."™  op% o3 ™ — And what
caused this to befall them?  Svawa oinx m oayy sy by
omp — It happened because they separated themselves from
their brethren on account of their possessions.™  ym —
From where do we know that they did this? 1IR3 23w man
» A3y 12187 125 M 21 mapny' — From that which is written in
the Torah, The children of Reuben and the children of Gad had
abundant livestock, etc."
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ytpY eoawh oy My — Lastly, Joseph’s son Manasseh caused
the progenitors of the twelve tribes (i.e., Joseph’s brothers) to
rend their garments.”™  inbm ny9pni 9985 — Accordingly,
his territorial inheritance was torn apart, YRR myn
122 yusa mym 17790 — half of it being in the land of the
Jordan River (i.e., Transjordan) and half of it in the land of
Canaan.ﬂ%]
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