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Holy One, blessed is He, said to [Pharaoh], “Wicked one!
Whoever offered this counsel is a fool!  nx agb 35 my
DY AN 1% DT Niapy PN ox  niapar — You should have
killed the females instead of the males, for if there are no
females, from where will the males find women to marry?
oy S Sior T v bax o e S mhto my nnk meix
750 ix o) — Why, one woman cannot take two hushands,”®
but one man can take ten or even a hundred wives!’22 "
" 21 ¥ M 29K 98~ — Thus, it states, The officers of Zoan a

but fools, Pharaoh’s wisest advisers offer boorish counsel (Isaiah

19:11), nyya w15 unaw — because they offered [Pharaoh]
this foolish counsel.
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2 Pharaoh displayed a double portion of shrewdness since it was

also his objective to prevent the Jews from emigrating. As the
proportion of females would increase they would be forced to look
for Egyptian husbands due to the dearth of eligible Jewish males.
Once the two peoples began to merge through intermarriage there
was m fear that they would try to emigrate. ©
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115. N2y n19mY — To the Hebrew midwives. Certainly among such a large population

there were more than two midwives. These, however, were the trusted ones in the capital
city of Egypt, and after they betrayed the trust placed in them personally by the king, he
no longer felt he could rely upon midwives in other places.
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15 And the king of Egypt spoke to the... midwives - They were officialé
in charge of all the midwives, as there were surely more than five
hundred midwives.” These two were ministers in charge of them.
collecting and paying the king’s taxes from their wages. I have notices
that this practice is wide spread at the present time. ©~ o
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~erzv M R N2TDNY NN INRM NI 13708 - if it is a son, you shall put him to death, but if it is a

7 daughter, she may live. Why did Pharaoh relegate the task of killing the male infants to the Jewish
midwives? Why did he not order his own people to kill the Jewish males?

A tactic employed by our enemies to oppress the Jews through the generations has been to

. discredit them—to argue that this nation does not deserve the worlds sympathy. During the

@ wS . Holocaust, the Nazis forcibly took Jews to an elegant hotel in Warsaw, had them dress in festive
WL " clothing, loaded the tables with delicacies, hired an orchestra, and forced the Jews to dance. All
i | the while a Nazi photographer took photos of them. Afterward, they were immediately sent to the

(N death camps. After the war it was discovered that the Nazis had planned to disseminate these pic-

tures to demonstrate how Jews callously ignored the suffering of their brethren, even celebrating
while their coreligionists were being slaughtered.

This method was originated by Pharaoh. Pharaoh wanted to show the world that the Jews were
not worthy of sympathy—see how their own midwives, whose job was to bring children into the
world and alleviate the pain of the mothers, killed the children! He wanted to show that the world
would be better off without such people. (Aton Holzer Summary)
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Our Sages, Onkelos, Rashbam:and Ramban take the view thatithe mid- d)
wives were Jewish. But the Septuagint, Vulgate, Josephusiand Abravanel
maintain they were Egyptians and this appears to be the case. Otherwise 0 J 3 | L ‘
how is it conceivable that Pharaoh would order Jewish women to kill .5 ® L‘ R U
their own folk and imagine they would not divulgethe whole plan? - age \navacn L&-]r’“’“ o P 4
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... combined two mutually exclusive characteristics. The Biblical woman was humble and
shy, and yet she possessed an indomitable will and an unshakeable determination. She was
both simple and tenacious, meek and fearless. The Biblical woman was never at the center,

v

always in the wings. She was never loud, always quiet. At the same time, the Biblical T 2av

woman was the leader and the head of the household. In times of crisis, the Biblical woman —, j4i- (72

assumed unlimited responsibilities and made the gravest decisions. God reveals Himself to
man through infinite humility as well as infinite exaltedness. Man was created in the image
of God and commanded to walk in the ways of God. Hence, great man or woman manifests
both humility and an awareness of strength; greatness reveals itself in the dialectical moral
human behavior. , S ——

The Torah’s ambiguity on this point is deliberate. We do not know

V2. to which people Shifra and Puah belonged because their particular form

of moral courage transcends nationality and race. In essence, they were

(o wt oav>$90 . beingasked to commita “crime against humanity;” and they refused to do
2

so. Theirs is a story that deserves to be set in its full historical perspective.
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