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And it was, when the nations around about heard that the altar had been rebuilt and that the
Temple had been re-dedicated as before, they were incensed. And they conspired to annihilate the
descendants of Yaakov who were in their midst, and began putting Jews to death and killing them...
And the nations that were in Gilad were gathered against Israel who were on their border, to wipe them
out, and they fled to the fortress of Datima... And they put about a thousand men to death there... They
gathered against them from Acre and from Tyre and from Sidon, and the entire Galilee of the gentiles, o
wipe us out... (Chashmonaim 71:5)

The situation, both in Eretz Yisrael and outside of the land, was very difficult. The war continued. Four of
Matityahu's sons were kilied in battle. it was hard for them to exercise sovereignty.

The reason for this is clear, as we find in the Rambam's ruling that kohanim may not rule as kings. Their
"realm" is limited to the priesthood alone. Moreover, there is an established principle: "Anyone who
claims, 'l am a descendant of the Chashmonaim,' is known with certainty to be a slave, for none of them

remained other than one child, and he perished" (Bava Batra 3b). LN )
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God delays the inauguration of the Mishkan from Kislev to Nissan to ensure that the induction of
redemption would occur within the first month of redemption. He "reminds” Kislev that it wil play a
pivotal role in Jewish history - not in redemptive history, but in our survival as a nation. As exile begins to
loom, a final miracle had to ocour to energize the nation and lend it the confidence to survive the harsh
road ahead. One might claim that the miracle of Chanuka was the last stop on the road to exile, the final
moment in which God performed a national miracle reminiscent of its days of glory. Kislev is eminently

~suited for this dedication of galut and its unique history. Located at the commencement of winter, it
launches the winter of Jewish history and the desperate commitment that was demanded. Each stage of
Jewish history is unveiled by a dedication of the Mikdash; the redemptive period commences during the
month of Nissan, while the Diaspora era begins in Kislev.

In many ways, Chanuka's implication is more sober. [t ignores the experience of redemption and takes
no notice of the issue of our election and its implications for the land of Israel and the Mikdash. Soon
after the miracle of Chanuka, the land would be conquered and the Mikdash compromised. The miracles
do not occur amidst the backdrop of exile or on the doorstep of return; instead, the miracles spotlight the
capacity of our tradition to fend off hostile efforts to overpower its ideals. Chanuka serves as a
premonition of the long galut in which the Jewish ideal would constantly be challenged by ever-evolving
systems. Only through our capacity for mesirut nefesh have we been able to fend off these attacks and
sustain the integrity of our tradition. The genesis of this mass mesirut nefesh occurred during the drama
of Chanuka.
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