N’Awrﬂ\ ,
A mighty hunter and godking of Babylon and legendary founder of Mesoptamiam civilization. @
Also a descendant of Noah.

Name popularizr'ed by Bugs Bunny calling the Elmer Fudd, the hunter,"Nimrod".
This was mocking Elmer sarcastically for being a poor hunter of wabbits.  Urban Dictionary.com
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in71233 7 1201 — [Scripture] relates further concerning [Nimrod’s] might 2305 Yy T3y KD
10X 19 nin Sy 0a — that he was mighty at trapping, to overpower even the wild animals® and to
trap them. ~1 5% ¥ - [Scripture] then says that he did so before HASHEM %5719 — in order

ﬂ,wW\Hf\ to emphasize his great skill as a hunter, myaa ¥ MW 53 nnp X 03 — that there was no one

@L-"‘- ik A under all the heavens® as mighty as he. “anToRT 18Y yan nnwny 121 — Similarly we find, the

P q earth had become corrupt before God (above, 6:11), where the expression before God is used to mean

\o everywhere, MW N3 mnb WK by - indicating that everything that was before Him on the
yiamg that was before

earth - ie,, everythin% in the world — became corrupt. o
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Vayikra Bechukotai 2:2 - S
The Name m — if properly understood - grants freedom and
@ equality to all. In this Name, all people treat one another with
compassion and love. This Name was not yet forgotten. Then Nimrod

began to oppress his fellow men “in the name of God” He was the
first to misuse the name of God; he masked his tyranny with the
halo of Divine approval, and demanded recognition of his authority
in the name of God. In later antiquity, kings not only ruled in the
name of God and adorned themselves with the splendor of Divinity,
but they assumed divine status themselves. The descendants of Cham
in particular produced pharaohs who kneeled in worship before im-
ages of themselves. Nimrod was the prototype for all insidious tyrants
who crown themselves with the halo of holiness. Their power, their
political policies, and the halo of holiness upon their heads were
@ characterized by the saying: 7 *1B% >3 2123 7.
——————— i e

11 mwx was a descendant of Shem (v. 22). It appears that Nimrod succeeded
in being a ¥ 1122 only in his own circles. For only where moral freedom Qq g Peschy
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has been eliminated is man suited to become an ©°72y 72y, and only there )
can 7% *1a take control. Thus, it appears that Nimrod succeeded in car-
rying out his scheme only in territory occupied by the descendants of
Cham. mwx, however, evaded Nimrod and went forth from that land.
Whereds Nimrod was a tyrant, Asshur built cities and constructed high-
ways from city to city (v mamn). Nimrod was a conqueror; Asshur, a

builder. ™ =
" \2Z

In other words, political organization, social life, technical and
mechanical achievements were not wicked in themselves. It
was not through them that Nimrod and his generation sinned.
Human wisdom, skill and power are in themselves not criminal. It

cold and for building a house of study in which to serve Gc
The sin was not making the bricks but in regarding their man
facture as an end itself.

was in the abuse of these gifts that they erred. They admittedly ). N
found a valley where there were no bricks and they made their Stengs o bersh +
own from the clay they found there. But this in itself, though, as N tdame (o 2

Abravanel criticizes, involved a divercement from nature—was not
the reason for their punishment. But they were punished for
the purpose to which they put their skills. The things which
Abravanel condemned as artificial can, as Rambam* has pointed
out, be used in the service of God; “for man cannot serve God
properly when he suffers hunger or thirst or is sick” (Code Te-
shuva 9). The same bricks can be used for shelter against the
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