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The LORD gave to Israel the whole country which He had sworn to their fathers
that He would assign to them; they took possession of it and settled in it.

Yehoshua 21:43
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4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together,
and came to Samuel unto Ramah.

5 And they said unto him: 'Behold, thou art old, and thy
sons walk not in thy ways; now make us a king to judge us
like all the nations.’

6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said: 'Give us
a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. {P}

7 And the LORD said unto Samuel: ‘Hearken unto the voice
of the people in all that they say unto thee; for they have not
rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that I should not be
king over them. Shmuel 8: 4-7

19 But ye have this day rejected your God, who Himself
saveth you out of all your calamities and your distresses;
and ye have said unto Him: Nay, but set a king over us.
Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by
your tribes, and by your thousands.’ Shmuel 10: 19

19 And all the people said unto Samuel: 'Pray for thy
servants unto the LORD thy God, that we die not; for we
have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.’
Shmuel 12: 19
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Israel were commanded to implement three mizvot (religious duties) on their

entry into the Land. They were commanded to appoint themselves a king (as

it is written: “Thou shalt surely set over thee a king”), to build a sanct.uary

and cut off the seed of Amalek. Such being the case, why were they punished

in the days of Samuel? //"
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Wherefore were they punished in the days of Samuel? Because their request
was premature. R. Nehorai said: This chapter was only recorded in
anticipation of their future murmurings, as it is written: “and shalt say, I will
set a king over me” (Rashi — “it was revealed to him that they would, at a
future date, murmur and say: we may also be like all the nations). R. Eliezer
son of R. Yose said: The elders’ request was in order, as it is written: “Give
us a king to judge us”, but the common people added an improper rider, as it
is said: “That we may be also like other nations®.
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(Tosefta: Sanhedrin 4)




