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== TR YOI TN - So it was, when the ark set out. We are suddenly confronted with the para-
shah bracketed by the inverted nuns. The letters are inverted because what follows is a story which
inverted our historical process. Alas, the parashah is really one sad tale which changes Jewish his-
tory completely. The parashah of i yo3 ¥ did not seem misplaced before the great reversal took
place, before the Jews alienated God, hefore they fell from Him, before they had doubts and sent
the spies. Indeed, it was the continuation of the great story of the final, triumphal messianic march
into the Land of Israel, which was supposed to take place approximately 3,500 years ago. There
would have been no need for an inverted nun at the beginning and an inverted nun at the end. The
verse would have been the climax of the whole story, not an inversion. Jewish history would have
taken a different course. Had Moses entered the Land of Israel, our history would never have been
taken from us. The messianic era would have commenced with the conquest of the Land of Israel
by Moses. (Vision and Leadership, pp. 166, 171)
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TTY7 NV 1Y - Why have You treated Your servant so badly? Moses had gone through many
crises, living through many distressful experiences and moments. Worst of all was the Golden Calf,
which threatened to terminate the very relationship between God and Israel, Yet he never panicked,
never complained, never acted out of black despair. Steadfastly and heroically he petitioned the
Almighty for forgiveness, defending the people, arguing their case like an attorney in court. Our
Rabbis describe this by way of a metaphor, emphasizing the element of strength and boldness. Moses
took hold of the Holy One, Blessed be He, like a man who seizes his fellow by his garment, and he said to
Him: Sovereign of the Universe, I will not let You go until You forgive and pardon them (Berachos 32a).

Yet in Beha'alosecha, instead of defending the people, Moses began to complain, almost accus-
ing them. Why have You treated Your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in Your eyes that You
place the burden of this entire people upon me? Did I conceive this entire people? Did I give birth to them,
that You say to me, “Carry them in your bosom as the nurse carries the suckling,” to the Land You promised
their forefathers? (verses 11-12).

Why did Moses now feel so

discouraged? Why didn't he offer prayers for the people, as was his_ praf:uce in eiré1er ?E\:sgoxsvsefi
this kind? The people had committed no murder, no sexual promiscuity, no roM ery: » th}; ere
simply overcome by desire and they wept. They did not yell or throw s}oges a}t ose,;1 . iyn i
in other situations. They were not threatening anyone. They simply desired, a fact ens

i he place, Kivros Hata’avah. . _
namt\;o%l;e:etaor; thep people weeping with their families, each one at the gntrance to his ter:;l Thjohi;i
became very angry, and Moses considered it evil (verse 10). For the first time, Moses iees e pd ]_:% o
actions as evil. He is no longer their defense attorney. This brought tbe great marc to an end. The
vision of the Messiah, of the Land of Israel, of redemption, became distant, like a star on a mysteri

ous horizon. It twinkled, but the road suddenly became almost endless. Wi l?ﬂ\d v Chagmash Boaniblos
Why does Moses now speak out of the depths of resignation and condemn the people? Why B o €1 a5

did he pray for them after the Golden Calf butnotnow? e (
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The Gemara explains that Moses calls the Jewish people ingrates, as it is written that the Jewish
people spoke disparagingly of the manna: “And our soul loathes this light bread” (Numbers 21:5),
despite the fact it was the highest-quality food. Moses further called them children of ingrates, as it is
written that after sinning and eating from the tree of knowledge, Adam said: “The woman whom You
gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and | did eat” (Genesis 3:12). Avoda Zara 5b

ITT-N2 TNOKX X' NOTA™NKX [NX 'A'l
He was foster father to Hadassah—that is, Esther—his uncle’s daughter Esther 2:7



