Halacha 1

All the statements made previously regarding the [prerogative to] sanctify Rosh

Chodesh because of the sighting of the moon, and [to] establish a leap year to reconcile the
calendar or because of a necessity, apply to the Sanhedrin in Eretz Yisrael. [For it is they]
alone, or a court of judges possessing semichah that holds sessions in Erefz Yisrael and that
was granted authority by the Sanhedrin, [who may authorize these decisions].....When,
however, there is no Sanhedrin in Eretz Yisrael, we establish the monthly calendar and

institute leap years solely according to the fixed calendar that is followed now.

Halacha 3

When did the entire Jewish people begin using this calendar? At the conclusion of the
Talmudic period, when Eretz Yisrael was in ruin, and an established court no longer
remained there.” In the era of the Sages of the Mishnah, and in the era of the Sages of
the Gemara until the time of Abbaye and Ravvah, [the people] would rely on the
establishment [of the calendar] in Eretz Yisrael2

Halacha 4

When the Sanhedrin functioned and the calendar was established based on the sighting [of
the moon], the inhabitants of Eretz Yisrael and, [similarly, the inhabitants of] all the places
where the messengers of Tishrei would arrive, would celebrate the holidays for one day
only. The inhabitants of the distant places that were not reached by the messengers of
Tishrei would celebrate two days because of the doubt involved. For they did not know the
day that the inhabitants of Erefz Yisrael established as [the beginning of] the new month.

Halacha 5

In the present era, when the Sanhedrin no longer exists, and the court of Eretz

Yisrael establishes [the months] according to the [fixed] calendar,' according to law, it would
be appropriate for [Jews] throughout the world to celebrate the holidays for one day

alone.* For [the inhabitants of] the distant regions of the diaspora and the inhabitants

of Eretz Yisrael rely on the same [fixed] calendar and establish [the festivals] accordingly.
Nevertheless, the Sages ordained [that the inhabitants of the diaspora] retain the custom of

their ancestors.2
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Appreciation embraces the present as a precious possession, as in-
herently worthy.... Retrospection and anticipation are significant only
insofar as they transform the present. In every fraction of a second,

. /7
“ the Holy One Blessed Be He and ask: O
B e fianat visions can be realized or destroyed.'?

‘Master of the world, when is Rosh Hashana?” God responds: ‘Why are you
asking me? You and I must inquire of the earthly court. 2ublacns "
“If the earthly court declares: “Today is Rosh Hashana!” the Holy One .
Blessed Be He proclaims to the angels: ‘Erect a podium! Call the prosecut-
ing attorneys; call the defense attorneys! My children have declared: Today

is Rosh Hashana!’

“If the earthly court determines to delay the holiday, the EE«N One - o doBae
Blessed Be He declares to the heavenly angels: ‘Remove the vo&ﬁ.s_ ke the meeting of heavenly bodies, the renewed illumination of the moon by
move the prosecuting attorneys; remove the defense attorneys! My children | the sun, that produces the beginning of the month; it is not this natural
have decided to postpone the holiday for 2 day’’ : phenomenon that the New Moon celebrates. Rather, each time the moon

) erdhdom: Losh [Rohana 113 reunites with the sun and receives from it new light, God wants His people
to find their way back to Him, so that His light may again shine forth on
them, no matter where they may be or through what periods of darkness

3 they may have to pass in their path through history. The encounter be-

@ O:m might think that the obligation to discuss the e the mMGhix anc. the: sun s Gaty & &ﬂ&&. i pecakian, 1o, mik

Exodus commences with the first day of the reunion with God; the renewal of the moon is a symbol and an occasion

month of Nissan, but the Torah says: ‘You shall tell your for our own renewal. ) )

son on that day.’”/”” -
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