Ezra says that since [the necroma
tanin, as well as regarding the plagues of blood and frogs,
now were unable to do so, i.e., to duplicate Aaron’s wonder,
537 Ty IR 1 by — they said to Pharaoh, “This plague has not come about through
"BTI¥N VIR SY D130 n3wn wa K DWI%% nan p - rather, it is a
(VAY) plague from God, in accordance with the constellations of the stars that have influence over
NYiag wna &Y 5 3 — For Pharaoh did not deny the existence of the
but only the Name that Moses mentioned to him.'” 3y
1712 - And it is along the same lines as the verse, for His

@ YTIO¥T) 077 Ni3n3 0y, ani w3 Tan

QA/\M\S)‘ uh

Aaron on behalf of Israel;

. 2
(<0 the land of Egypt.”

Creator,

hand did not afflict us; but it was all by chance that this befell us (I Samuel 6:9). P s
v19 2% — Therefore Pharaoh’s heart beqameﬁstreggthened.m

YN 19 vy owin g —
"7 T NI TR0 13 Ny kY e

K AWyn3 Wwyw mays o ook an mx — Rabbi Avraham ibn
ncers] had done as Aaron did regarding the wonder of the

12 niy? npy ©; x5 - and
2037 NRY 83 K97 iye Sx rmx

W3 Y7 Yax - Rather, the matter is as the plain understanding of the [verse] suggests,
aThRT nn Mgy TR Ty 117 owag s xeyind 921 K5y omvnn niXY2 '3 - namely, that

when the necromancers saw that th
Aaron’s actions were miracles from

1897 — And that is why Pharaoh did not summon them again from then on.

€y were unable to bring forth lice they acknowledged that
God on behalf of Israel.

NRYT Ny 1 e oY xR &Y Y
v LR

"BETON T TN XYY "mvrhx yayxe )% - And it was to minimize the matter that they said, “It is

the finger of God” and did not say,

say “It is only a small plague from

g

“It is the hand of God,”22
Him)2 -

xR MILp 1 mbs - as if to

The Holy One said: This evil person boasts and calls himself a crocodile, as it is written, "The great
crocodile ..." (Yechezkel 29:3). Go and tell him: "See this staff, it is a piece of dry wood; it shall become a

crocodile with life and soul and swallow up all the other staffs, and it is destined to revert to a dry piece of
wood. The same is true of you; | created you from a putrid drop and gave you an empire and you boasted
and said, 'My river is my own and | have made it for myself.' Behold | shall tum you back to nothingness
and chaos. You swallowed up all the staffs of the tribes of the children of Israel , behold | shall cause you
to disgorge all you have swallowed..." (Yalkut Shimoni, Shemos 7:181).

L’) _ , e 7Y D% 93 ohvaw amha
D17 PIM¥W nipb Kwnp1e — It is the universal custom that
people transport their wares to a place where [the inhabit-
ants] need them.  12y% o7 ,kmppxb omm prean oba — Do
they bring fish oil to Spain,® or fish to Acco?!®” onx Px

171 "2 mowsn 53w py1 — Don’t you know that all [forms

of] sorcery are in my domain?’®  y nipirn xam nbw

12 07 9% YY) oadY iapx — Thereupon, [Pharaoh] sent for

and brought children from their school, and they did so,

100 93 intyy) iy K KK iy K5) — And not only that,

but he summoned his wife and she did so,"™ 03 RPN MR

"Y78 — as it states, Pharaoh, too i), summoned his wise men,

ete. "oy ym — What is indicated by the word 00?"™ Ny

12 I0WyY) X YRS — It indicates that [Pharaoh] summoned

also his wife™ and she did this act of sorcery.  mi1 D) ¥y

"0m¥n MY — Verse 11 then states: and they too [ny] — the

necromancers of Egypt — did so with their incantations. M

"0y — What is indicated by this second extraneous mention of

the word f00? 133wy X9p DAY "M ™ by nipirpn WR — It

indicates that [Pharaoh] summoned even children of four and
five years of age, and they performed this act of turning staffs
into serpents. With these demonstrations Pharaoh showed Moses
that he was not in the least impressed by the Jewish leader’s
“wondrous” sign.

R¥T N WP X YW AniNa — At that time, i.e., when Aaron,
followed by Pharaoh’s sorcerers, were going to turn their staffs
into serpents, the Holy One, blessed is He, said, TR yo3 ox
o1y 5S¢ Diepan nx — “If the serpent of Aaron will swallow
the serpents of the Egyptians, there is nothing remarkable in
that,  wm vy wm xw obiy Sw gm — for it is a natural
occurrence that a snake swallows a snake. inma it xhx
iR N voa — Rather, let [Aaron’s serpent] return to its
original state as a staff and then swallow their serpents!”
"BV NX IOX MY Y7an” s — For what is the meaning of
and the staff of Aaron swallowed their staffs?® v MmN
03 7in3 V2 Yo% — R’ Elazar said: This was a miracle within
a miracle;*  nix yom 1an mon mewn wmy ™o — [our
verse] teaches that the staff of Aaron returned to being a staff
as per its original state, and then it swallowed [the sorcerers’
staffs].  1y79% voa Mk MK o g ) man 13 e iTg 17k
Xpa%1 "~ And when Pharaoh saw this he was astonished
and said, “And what if [Aaron] says to the staff, ‘Swallow up
Pharaoh and his throne!’  inix ybia xi "oy — It would
swallow him®” at once!”"*

1 l()rg 7 DNWé
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