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LR Tt '7.\_!1 - According to the literal-approaeb,""' “&n Kby ien nnbay sy 123 Sabay Pm
W 2pY2 ~ it is possible that Reuhey confounded Bilha's bed by lying with her, out of his concery
that Bilkah should net bear any more childreq to dacoh®  mpby sy NIYRe awm agy s g
Rz S am TR ~ For he was the firsthorn, and expected to receive two po;-ﬁans of
}nharitance, agstipulated in Deuteronomy 12:17, so he would loge more than any of the other brothers
if another heir were novw born to Jacob, FIONY TR 02 M s &Y — He was not afraid of his
mother Leah bearing more children, however, because she was old ang beyond child-bearing age,®
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honor, and refrained from defiling Zilpah because she ‘was her maidservant, A2 wan vy 1oy
179 "33 7T — This ig why Reuben’s punishment, for this act was that the birthright was taken awa}
from him (below, 49:4; 7 Chronicles 5.1), measure for measure, 90 QY Y 2byr a9 sy By W
12 708 1o x5 %) - Thisis the reason for The song of Jacob were tiwelpe being attached to the ster}

{ wanp — Thig question whether Reuven sinned or not is a.my

Y @ of dispute between Tannaim recorded i the following B
WY NS Ywe mba mon - "INIROK ten s, — At the beginning of the aforemen
i - 7 .ngz;;n e, verse dJacob says of Reuven: WATER LINE IMPETvOSITY

_ = o SHALL NOT BE FOREMOST. You lost your right o national |
RAT 18 o ey YN A ship because of the Impetuosity you displayed in rashing tp
[y DR APy , 55}3 your anger in the matter of Bilhah. The Bargjsy regards £

WY Empetuosity) ag an acronym, ™1 end interprets the

* b3t TTYpREY AWM Ty iy A accordingly: it wpyb my - g ELIEZER SAYS that

Bosest]

n1 5y moves ik — w YEHOSHUA SAYS that the

T Y SR [T Tepresents: s — (n) YOUACTED HASTILY, npay —

(s)roummmnommmw, | PRED — (m) You sevnED, :

~ () You acren LEWDLY.123)

o - We have already seen several times (above, 9:21, 12:8, 13:3) that the
written form nnx alludes to the tent shared by husband and wife, where
the wife -— as mistress and manager of the home — has precedence.
It is possible, then, that in our verse, too, n%x denotes the tent that

Ya'akov formerly shared with Rachel.

Thus, the meaning of our verse would be: He pitched his tent, which
now he could no longer share with Rachel, at some distance from the
herd tower, around which his family — i.e., also Leah and the other
Wives — had encamped. As long as Rachel was alive, Ya’akov lived also
with Leah and his other wives; but after Rachel’s death, he separated
also from them.

Accordingly, it is possible that Reuven slept in Bilhah’s tent in order
to induce Ya’akov to return to his mother, Leah, He wanted his father
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nué:;[%:a:an continues expounding this verse:

i WY nga-ng 28, SPR »y g K75 — But how, then,

do I establish the beginming of thet verse: And _[Reuven] lay

L with-Bilhah, the concubine of his father? Ww¥d babaw eon

_ which teaches that all twelve were egual. ™™

s oY - D athes That [Rewves] disturbed-his-father's
bé&,‘“" gy 22¢ Py Nyt vy noym — and Scrlptm‘en - .
regards him 28 if he lay with ber. 4 .'1133'2.‘5 ]';!;'m( E;n;‘::;a i
on Reuven’s indiscretion: RABBAN GAMLIEL SAYS that the word implies: () X0U ¥
The (Gemara ei:‘::‘;a;t:i R - It is tnught ina Baraisa: R » “:Jl?ﬂ - {m) YOU ENTREATED, :ll:!lgb,? "y — o) YOUER .
"N '1!‘1'?5 ‘:ILZAP-. EAY—S "11.¥ inikn Pr7d Nk byma — THAT SHONE FORTH.! 1“1335 uK PIY ™ ':5!‘;);5 1;-__‘ .
S BENPERSON [Reuven] WAS SAVED FROM THAT SN, &5 Nevertheless, RABBAN GAMLIEL SATD: Wit STILL NEED the
mGE'fEOUS — FOR THIS DEED DID NOT COME 70 HIS BAND.M of THE sage from Mi. MODATES DN ing R YT 1!
hg}‘%’nﬁﬂﬁ ;311 Elazar offers proof agyy nvp — for B ELAZAR OF ME. MODAT®! SAYS:

s RgNRY 2 T, ) by by Thag 19 TNY R
— 1§ T POBSIBLE THAT [REUVEN'S] DESCENDANTS WOULD 1IN THE
FUTURE STAND ON MT. EIVAL AND DECLARE, CURSED IS HE WHO
JJgS WITH HIS FATHER'S WIFE,NS il ;] NUI XY — AND THIS
SIN WOULD COME TO HiS HANDZES 2z, DOV Y TR K9
s mba ny — BUT HOW, then, DO I UPHOLD the

THE WORD 138 AND EXPOUND T thus:

— (p) THE SEN FEEW AWAY FROM YOU.

[Rachel] WAS A RIVAL T0 MY MOTHER, RN Nims nnge (5) you eld back from si ing. |
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thereupon ROSE AND DISTURBED [LEAB'S] BED — ie. ___}\} QI )‘Jt
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e moved Jacoh’s bed to her tent."?

13This was the practice of the Kohanim with the people: When any person would
slaughter a sacrifice the Kohen's attendant would come while the meat was cooking,
with a three-pronged fork in his hand. *He would thrust it into the pot or the cauldron or
the pan or the kettle, and everything the fork would bring up the Kohen would take with
it. This is what they would do with all the Israelites who would come there, fo
Shiloh. “Even before they would burn the fat {upon the Altar] the Kohen's attendant
would come and say to the man who was bringing the offering, “Give some meat for
roasting for the Kohen; he will not take cooked meat from you, but only raw
[meat].” *The man would say, "Let them first burn the fat [upon the altar] and then take
for yourself whatever your soul desires. " But [the attendant] would say, “No; give it
now, or else I will take it by force.” The sin of the attendants was very great before
HastEM, for the men had disgraced HasHem's offering.

2F1; became very old. He heard about all that his sons were doing to all of Israel,
and that they would lie with the women who congregated at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting, © ’ ’

IWh?n Samuel became old, he appointed his sons judges over Israel. *The name of
his firstborn son was Joel and the name of his second was Abijjah; they were

judges in Beer-sheba, *But his sons did not follow his ways. They were swayed by
profit; they took bribes and they perverted justice.
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The Cemara prosents a similer exegesis by an Amora:
X283 MY MY w *ypi) % 137 — Rava said — and some

ginmng : iti jrmi bha: 102 is a reverse
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