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The ghettoes that isolated us worked not only to our disadvantage,

but also to our advanta

ge. Those who lived within the ghetto walls were

ﬁ};ljled from many evils to whit?h those outside fell victim during the .
1ddle Ages. Jews were not considered good enough to become judges
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world affairs. But neither did they have a part in the torturing, slaugh-
tering, strangling or incineration of their fellow men. They were often
the victims, but never the victimizers, Their hands were not stained with
human blood, and when fate caught up with the emperors and their
armies, the Jews remained safe in their ghettoes. They should be happy
that they were called to the arena of world affairs only now, when the
nations of the world are at least trying to act justly and humanely.
People who are wholly absorbed in their material desires do not
learn from their experience. Lot should have learned from his experience
and henceforth avoided the people of Sedom. Nevertheless, when the

final catastrophe struck, Lot was still there in Sedom.

e iy SNBRD W 3N T DITYN - and pursued them until Hobah, which is to the Teft of
Damascus. Abraham chased a mighty army with only 318 men. Nachmanides says that the conflict
involved much territory, from Hebron to Damascus. It was a drawn-out war of attrition. The epi-
sode of the warring kings teaches us that the Jew is often caught in the titanic struggle berween two
powerful blocs in world history. A Jew can never be an outsider; he is always entangled, against his
will, in great events. Second, even though Abraham rejected both of the ideologies reflected by the
warring parties—the ideclogy of pleasure and the ideology of power—he had to side with one of
them, because the other had captured Lot. Third, when caught in the whirlwind of history, there is
no difference between a loyal Jew and an assimilated jew, between Abraham and Lot; the Jew is car-
ried like a leaf inl the dark autumnal night. Fouxth, Abraham must understand that his destiny is one

of loneliness. Such is the unfolding of the great drama of Jewish existence. :Abrahun’ Journey. = 133




