THEM; FOR THEY ARE OPRESSORS TO YOU, ETC”

The Midrash expounds upon the reason for this command: :
b — God told Moses, “Oppress the Midianites and smite them. 999 28t a
Why? rnab o mix v — For they are eppressors to you,

Y DA WY X3 DI MR | — From here the Sag?s
derived: If someone comes to kill you, anticipate him to kill
him first. )

The Midrash cites a related teaching:
13T T2 Y DTN TS NI PR K TR a = R’ Shimon
says: From where do we know that one who causes a person
to sin is worse than one who kills him,  ob3 in ninqY
o BYivb pom 19wy Mo — for one who kills, kills him in this
world and [the victim] has a portion in the World to Come,
xpn Hiva i oipa WN Rwmem — whereas one who causes
him tosin kills him in this world and in the World to Come’
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3 . wprbmne oy — And the meaning of through their conspii:'acy is as 1 have
W-l!fii;%’lsﬁrevigu;sif(abof:: on 25:1),  TIYIT MK NDWIRT 2N IR TR - 18, that it virats::e]a
ers of Midian who devised this evil plot, "7 "3 D6 2810 RN MY 103 — as [‘S(.'.ﬂpM re
ted concerning Moal's reaction to the impending Israelite threat, And Moab sazd_to thfe ele ae];'s
‘Midian (above, 22:4),  Tomny Wy 093 "3 ~ which indicates that [the .M.()alaltes] initi hiy
- silted with the elders of [Midian].  3xtaY % gy 1my oo — And [the Midianites] gave this

advice to Moab,  "ivs Syab onix rrnyn oy nnka meunw — viz., that their daughters should
act promiscuously with [the Israelites], and thereby cause them to become attached to Baal-
peor, =w3 byn o - in order to lead them astray from God, ¥ 121 RS BRI~ even
though [this] detail is not mentioned thers, in Scripfure’s account of that episode.?
[Ramban notes that our verse provides further grounds for Midian’s culpability:]

omay ntyy oabo n2 opf nbww 1w ~ And Scripture adds further that they are liable because
they themselves dispatched their king's daughter to [the Israelites] to commit harlotry with
them.  “opiny ' N1 N3 ¥312 127 Suy DYy 1M — And this is the import of the phrase, in the
matter of Cozbi, daughier of the leader of Midian, their sister,  miyys mafen Wyt Ny b 2
— for if [this] had not been done with the knowledge and consent of the Midianite royal counse-
lors,  -my% oy myme bx xab axin nizvws owea wpan mn PR3 wpus t9h na ey - what
would an *honorable, indoor princess”'? of Midian be seeking in Shittim, in the plains of Moab,
going info the encampment of another nation?  vj mbwsz axin niaqwa b 12 - For the
Israelites at that time were encamped in the plains of Moab, in Shittim,)!  ow xan Tsm
nxwy e — and from where? should this Midianite woman come there?  nm nnny bax
% s8R ~ It must be, however, that [Cozbi] was of exceedingly beautiful appearance, i

7 g nnik - and the elders of Midian dispatched her there, 37 no mER KN MK W Qa""\ld
=nw) — for they said among themselves, “By the appearance of a beautiful woman many have N
been destroyed” (Yevamos 68b, from Ben Sira). : : 2807
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“If 1 say: My foot slippeth, Thy mercy, O Lord, holdeth me up” (Psalins 04,
18). When Israel received the Torah, the natiors of the world were envious.
They said, why have they heen privileged to come cloger to Giod than all the
other nations? The Holy One blessed be He silenced them by saying: Bring
Me your family trees. Bring to the Lord the. families of the peoples (ct.
Psalms 96) the same as My children bring, as it is said: “And they declared
tlgeir pedigrees after their families . . ", Therefore He numbersd them at the
beginning of the buok after he gave them, the commandments: “These are the
commandments, which the Lord commanded Mosés for the children of
Israel in Mount Sinai” (Leviticus 27, 34). They merited the gift of the. Torah

only on account of their pedigrees, “A garden shut up is my sister, my
bride. .. My dove. .. is but one” (Song of Songs 4, 12; 6, 9). When the
nations heard (of the purity of Israel's farnily life) they too joined in the
praises. But when the Israclites came to Shittim “And the peapie began to
commit harlotry” (Numbers 25, 1) the nations rejoiced, saying: Gone is that
crown which they possessed, gone is that attribute for which they ‘were
praised. They are equal to us. When they (the Israclites) came to their
déwnfall, the Omnipotent lifted then up, s it is said “If I say: My foot
slippeth, Thy mercy, O Lord, holdeth me up”. The Ombipotent smote all
who committed misconduct and ther restored them to their former purity..
(Yalkue Shinoni)



