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@ The parasha of Mishpatim, with its detailed rules and regulations,

can sometimes seem an anticlimax after the breathtaking grandeur ofthe . {:bﬁﬁﬂmf and Conrrg-3en

revelation at Sinai. It should not be. Pargshat Yitro contains the vigion.
but God is in the details, Without the vision, law is blind, but withou:
the details, the vision floats in heaven. With them, the Divine Presence
is brought down to, earth, where we need it most.

st 1127 YR (I DY M7 Y g Ry memY owi mx w — Then'® God said to Moses, “T
heard “the sound” of the words of this people, that they have spoken to you (ibid. v. 25), ™
myivy Yo7 193p — that they accepted everything with joy.  “Davomi’ D27 1w/ v’ "y 77" ~ Go
say to them, Return to your fents’ (ibid. v. 27).” DD 3% oy mowim ity Wy mipbasy 199 nam
main nb3p — They thus returned to their fenis and conducted themselves with joy and
feasting and festival?® because it was on the day of receiving the Torah.2* i1 P 302 WM
mimim BB o My e 59 2T 1993 — On that day (6 Sivan) Moses wrote down in “the
Book of the Covenant” everything he had been commanded by God — “statutes, monetary
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(civil) laws and teachings,”??  nvmY Ty M1 nba® xit 1opi ipY1— and he kept that book, to be
in his hand until the next day (7 Sivan),®  nayp My ot naren nab *1s o inika ma Y 9
BrRy B1377 ovpyns Yo oy mibly niyy ~ because there was not enough time on that day to
build the altar and the twelve pillars and to offer the burnt-offerings and the peace-offerings
and all those many acts described in that passage.* 1y nvan an% papay xn g aiey 7im
1373 TR nyy oY nnb omeb - Furthermore, it was beneficial and appropriate to delay the
forging of the covenant for them until the next day, to give them time for deliberation and
caution about the matter, w51 5331 n33% %22 12 Ny oranix cawrg NPT — to know “if they

truly loved to do so (i.e., to forge the covenant) with all their heart and with all their soul.”? -

ban by rya 07 ningY xmT oYY ® P23 09w — So he rose early the next morning (v. 4) to
forge the covenant with [the Israelites] concerning all of these words,  Poy% mavgw by by
~ and all of Israel rose early along with him,”  ©™m373 n7ipy o%3p2 MY DiPR2 ™I — and
returned fo the place where they had stood to receive the Ten Commandments.” 1y oY)
AIIN3 D DT vy v mam Sy 077 '¥n oy Lmehass non 0amei - And there he built the altar
mentioned below (v. 4) and offered the sacrifices (v. 5), and he put half the blood upon the
altar of God and half the blood he placed in basins (v. 6).  miPaeD NP U AN3Y "DEn MR
— He then took the Book of the Covenant, which he had written the night before and “read it
in their earshot” (v. 7), iy n™aa xa% 7iy vy 13 ~ and they accepted upon themselves
further to enter into a covenant with [God],28 S22 35x yiawi by, myys wh 71 937 K Sav 1N
TIID INRR MYA I8 DMy WS — and they said (ibid.), “everything that HASHEM has said o us
we will do, and we will also obey you, concerning everything that you commanded — or will
command - us from Him, may He be blessed.”  xab mmzn mix NNy 1 070 w3 omby P g
B B2 0uwn — He then threw half the blood upen [the people] (v. 8), for this is the sign
of a covenant, for the two parties to the covenant to enter it with equal parts of something.®

. vooR niab mwyns would then mean: like the preparation
of, or like the shape of, a sapphire brick. They saw that “at His feet”
— e, for the building of His throne — a brick had been laid by
means of this covenant. When they were ny1® *12y, they were forced
to prepare bricks to build up the might of the Pharaohs, wherea’s
now, as 1 12y, they are to make “bricks” for the upbuilding of God’s -
Kingship on earth. “snwn nwws” which they uttered in unison, con-
stituted the first brick for the building of this covenant. And they saw
that such a brick is “sapphire” Bverything material, earthiy, that‘ is
brought in faithful service to this Divine building becomes fused with
the heavenly and permeated with heavenly purity, becomes part of
the heavenly, and becomes like heaven itself in purity — @wn D¥y3)
L.
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We think that a man, when he commences to speculate, ought not to embark at once on
a subject so vast and important; he should previously adapt himself

to the study of the several branches of science and knowledge,

should most thoroughly refine his moral character and subdue his

passions and desires; when, in addition, he has obtained a knowledge of the true
fundamental propositions, a comprehension of the several methods of inference
and proof, and the capacity of guarding against fallacies, then he
may approach the investigation of this subject. He must, however, -
not decide any question by the first idea that suggests itself to his
mind, or at once direct his thoughts and force them to obtain a
knowledge of the Creator, but he must wait modestly and

patiently, and advance step by step.

In this sense we must understand the words "And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look upon God" (Exod. iii. 6). This act of Moses
was highly commended by God, who bestowed on him a well
deserved portion of His goodness.

But "the nobles of the Children of Israel "were impetuous, and
allowed their thoughts to go unrestrained: what they perceived was
but imperfect. Therefore it is said of them,” And they saw the God
of Israel, and there was under his feet," etc. (Exod. xxiv. 10); and
not merely," and they saw the God of Israel” : the purpose of the
whole.passage is to.criticize their act of seeing and not to describe
it. They are blamed for the nature of their perception, which was to
a certain extent corporeal -- a result which necessarily followed,
from the fact that they ventured too far before being perfectly
prepared. They deserved io perish, but at the intercession of Moses
this fate was averted by God for the time. They were afterwards
burnt at Taberah, except Nadab and Abihu, who were burnt in the
Tabernacle of the congregation, according to what is stated by
authentic tradition. (Midr. Rabba ad locum.)

If such was the case with them, how much more is it incumbent on
us who are inferior, and on those who are below us, to persevere in
perfecting our knowledge of the elements, and in rightly
understanding the preliminaries which purify the mind from the
defilement of error: then we may enter the holy and divine camp in
order to gaze
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31703 K72 -~ Thefollowing wasa familiar [lesson] in the
mouthof Rav:  pegnubimgnim 89tusxb — The World to Come
ignotlike this world] rong RbiADENE KD W py xay abivg —
In the World to Come®™ there s no eating, no drinking, xby
192 ¥R X5y Y MY - no propagation, no business, &%
nvinn KY) sl %9 mwp - no jealonsy, no hatred and no

iy BPERID DPDLY) P Bnrry KoK — Rather, the
rigliteons sit with thelr crowns on thefr heads, 1y LD

TaMY — as It is stated:  anym S mmbgeng v, -
ey guzed af God, and they ate and drazsk, ™

- __..,_‘_‘________/-’

N L W P

@ .

Paye — and delight in the radiance of the Divine Presence,

tL. 0w RS Yyt 13 %y 5%y — And upon the nobles of the Children of Israel He did
not send forth His hand .. . to suspend their senses so that they might prophesy, as is the case
with ather prophets when the hand of HastEM is upen them, as it says of Ezekiel, "5y Yom
10, the hand of HaSHEM fell there upon me { Ezekiel 8:1), for then the functioning of
one’s senses ceases, as it occurred to Saul when he prophesied, as it says, ™3 Ko7 D3 WD
niz'90 591 g org by gy S Sramw s xan o K30, And he also stripped off his
clothes and he himself also prophesied before Samuel, and lay down naked all that day and
all that night (1 Samuel 19:24), However, to these nobles He did not send forth His hand to

suspend their senses in order for them to apprehend (grasp) what they then saw.
WiT2Ri i M — And they beheld God . .. in a prophetic vision.

WY 9380 — And they ate and drank. They made a feast afterward, without changing
their senses, and this they did to rejoice in their (spiritual) attainment. i
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