- oy g ey g3 X — Thereavofour New Years:  mibnn - o1 i the
f:;tm;?ﬁta? k:'gs': b o234 — and for the feaﬁ'vz)l?s-.lgwn W13 053 — On the first of Nissans the
2 Py WK Yaxca T — On the first of Elul is the New Year for the maaa
. i ar for th i -

L» ::::??J:;Eﬁ:::’:mﬁ T vy R lasts a1 Shiman s: - 1pg 1A% - It om the it of Tishres
© nibgwl) — for mﬁ‘gﬁm ;t?;oi?mﬁﬂt 0[:'] Tishrelm '*is the lgew Year for reckoning the years,? puu:,p'rg-,
! i d iy mywoss — for the sa 1 and for £

Trsymyn m‘j v3w3a e — On the first of Shevat is the New Year for the treeil’ﬂllm?m:;l mt;o!z'.!t:le;_ega:tabe 01'1:18:2

to the opini ;
o e:n:lﬂ).:fn[nsl l:!:; Etelism?hammai. TR Yo nog — However, Beis Hillel say: 12 iy igana — 1t is on the .
: a.“)_&lﬁ \h!&'\’“ﬂ‘ﬁ 2&‘:‘
_ - ason that the New Year for trees falls 24.TIn Eretz Yisras), rain does not fall throughout the year, durin;
f@w ququhnt is the reason L4 A a rainy sesson that Iasts from midevtumn through vfl:atradeyThe ramg
s Shevat? ) © that fall in the first hslf of the season ave what generste the growth of
The Clomara ATSWETE: ’ +d in tho name the new erop. [That part of the season is therefre known as the 101
ogge mn ot s 1 10 = R ELSRT ST i of ny T i sy o ety arls wnd gt
of B’ Oshays: mig gy 3 Wy it — Because mosl newfin (see Taanis 6h).] Thesarains cause the sap to rise in the irees
s - amd it is this that produces the new fruits, Thus, oncethe first halfof the

: haave passed by this time™
the rain days of the year ave I by geason bas passed, the new fruits of the tree are Teady to emerge

(A \‘h\:)lw;.\ Nc‘

. onvnb B2 00 PY-DR M- 2
oo YD YIR-WUN XY PO 3 A NG AR
@ i) YN ’31-1‘_;;': PNYD INN--NT gy~ DYD-NT AYINY P2y
--TIRNPR TRY Y NIN-IRLPYITY 19N} YN0 W 21 VoY e
| AR FAR L2 U ot 2y Nay 110 XY DT 2 smon b
PO i N3 PR
b ACINES,

19When you besiege a city for many days to wage war against it to capture it, you shall not destroy its
trees by wielding an ax agatnst them, for you may eat from them, but you shall not cut them down. Is

the tree of the field a man, to go into the siege before you?

20However, a tree you know is hota food tree, you may destroy and cut down, and you shall build

bulwarks against the city that makes war with you, until its submission.
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the field perhaps a man who is to go i i
© fiel go into the siege by you, that | i i
thirst like the people of the cily? Why should you des!:riy i;? =t shouldbe punished by the suflering of hunger and
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This precept is designed to inculcate love of the good and beneficial. This will
d lead to the avoidance of destructiveness and the promotion of our. welibeing,

This is the way of the pious and the worthy who love peace and rejoice in the
wellbeing of all men, bringing them near to the Law. They do not suffer the
toss of even a grain of mustard, being distressed at the sight of any loss or
destruction. If they can help, they prevent any destruction with all the means
at their disposal. But it is otherwise with the wicked, the embodiments of
destructive. spirits who revel.in the corruption of the world, corrupting ;
themselves. Man is measured by his own yardstick. In other words, he is - 4
always affected by his own attitude, and he who desires good and rejoices in Se/k ﬁﬁd‘“h dc}\
it, will always be granted to enjoy it.
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R. Hanina said: The only reason my son Shivhat passed away was
for having cut down a fig tree before its time. (Talmud Bavli Bava
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28And God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and muitiply and filt the earth and
subdue it, and rule over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the sky and over all the beasts
that tread upon the earth. DELID Y

DTN "7 ID) YD N2 DY Dwnto: Tehly, 116: 16

16The heavens are heavens of the Lord, but the earth He gave to the children of men.

‘ —« Reb Aryeh plucked a flower as they walked along. Startled,
Rav Kook reminded Reb Aryeh of Hazal’s statement that every blade of
grass has an angel above that prompts its growth."* Rav Kook softly told
Reb Aryeh:
{ihoes of" fb’ﬁq
In all my days I have taken care never to pluck a blade of ,
grass or flower needlessly, when it had the ability to grow or fle A7 Jabon
blossom.... Every sprout and leaf of grass says something, [3 131

conveys some meaning. Every stone whispers some inner,
hidden message in the silence. Every creation utters its song.'s

This world was given to man, but man should display great sensitivity to all
aspects of Creation. Nature is created for man, but man is part of nature ~
“for man is as a tree of the field,”
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shall decapitate: He breaks its neck with a hatchet li.e., from the back]. The Holy One, blessed be He, says; Let the
calf which is in its first year and has, therefore, produced no fruits, come and be decapitated at a place fthe valley that
was not tilled] which has not produced fruits, in order o atone for the murder of this man, whom they [the murderers]
did not allow to produce fruit fi.e., to perform mitzvoth]. — [Sotah 46a]
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How great are Your works, Adenoy;

how infinitely profound are Your thoughts.
An empry-headed man cannor know,

nor does a fool understand this:

When the wicked bloom like grass,

and all the evildoers blossom—

it is so thar they may be destroyed forever,

But You will remain on high forever Adonay,

The righteous will blossom like a date palm,
like a cedar it Lebanon, he will grow tall.
Planted in the House of Adunoy,

in the eourtyards of our God they wilk blossom.

They will stll be fruitful in old age;

they will be full of sap and freshness,
To declare that Adonoy is upright;
He is my Stronghold;

in Whom there is no injustice.
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