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13. ;'m-ma -~ Cleverly. The request that they should circumcise themselves was mad_e @
eithér in the belief that they would refuse, or that they would be unable to convince their

townspeople to do so.

VIR 13 Wy x5 1w v ey by o Smnb oy nom Mo v AWM — The answer to all @
these question is that the deception that our verse speaks of was in that they told [the
Shechemites] that all their males must be circumcised, because they thought that the people
of the city would never do such a thing3?  mbiny nby TN DRpET wpw in oKy - And, they
reasoned, if perhaps [the Shechemites] would listen to their prince after all and would all
undergo circumcision, DY M Daz nys npy oo oNTT3 W ohy k1 - [the brothers]

would g(? to the city on the third day, when {the Shechemites] were in pain and would forcibly
take their daughter (ie., their sister — Dinah)®® from Shechem’s house, AMRT 55 nxy nen
QP2 Me s ~ This was the plan of all the brothers, and it was undertaken with the sanlctim{

of their father,
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B3Y 1Y 3K ~ Rather, the idea behind this incident with Shechem is ™I MY apgr un @
NPV 272 v opab 1w - ma Ry A QT WY 03w ek — that Jacob’s sons Simeon and

Levi — because the people of Shechem were wicked in any event,® and their blood was

consequently like water to them — wanted to take vengeance from them “with a vengeful

sword,”  snynwm bx opy oo I3Y 31y wan Yoy 91 wam — so they killed the king, as well

as all the men of his vity, because they were his servanis and obeyed his bidding.5® @

RIPIINT qumay my APRDY omyya swm g YN man ~ And the covenant of the

circumeision which the Shechemites underwent did not mean anything to [Jacob’s sons],™ for in

their opinion it was done only to ingratiate themselves with their master, Shechem.
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The fifth knock of the Beloved is perhaps the most important of
all. For the first time in the history of our exile, divine providence
has surprised our enemies with the sensational discovery that Jewish
blood is not free for the taking, is not hefker!

. Revenge is
However, if by taking revenge
self-defense, then it becomes
qua man to avenge the wrongs inflicted

forbidden when it serves no purpose.
we raise ourselves up to the plane of
the elementary right of man
upon him,

The Torah has always taught us that a person is permitted

indeed, that it is his sacred obligation, to defend himself. *

. Such behavior does not contradict the
principles of mercy and lovingkindness. On the contrary, a passive
attitude, renouncing self-defense, is likely, at times, to give rise to
the worst types of cruelty. ' ’ )

Let us not forget that the venom of Hitlerian anti-Semitism,
which made the Jews like the fish of the sea to be preyed upon by all,
still infects many in our generation who viewed the horrific spectacle
of the gassing of millions with indifference, as a ordinary event not

requiring a moment’s thought. The antidote to this deadly poison
that envenomed minds and benumbed hearts is the readiness of the
State of Israel to defend the lives of its sons, its builders. It is the

voice of my Beloved that knocketh!
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