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have always thougli'lg ita ‘settled matter that I lived in a Christian

land! And that was the temp
Christian people. That in such a
people I should be, publicly,
and required to make amends
the Redeemer of the world, I
if it had not come to pass".

orary chief magistrate of a
country and among such a
called to an account, reprimanded
for acknewledging Jesus Christ as
would not have believed possible,
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While I do not know whether Rabbi Soloveitchik had turkey
for dinner that night or whether he called it a Thanksgiving
dinner, it was well known that on the day that is marked on the
calendar as Thanksgiving, Rav Soloveitchik started shiur much
earlier than usual, in order to end earlier than usual and catch
the plane back to Boston, to have a festive meal, etc. However,
it is of interest to note that while Thanksgiving appeared to be
of sufficient importance to change the fixed time for shiu#, it was
not sufficient to end shiur if the Rav had not completed what he
wanted to understand. On Thanksgiving 1976, there was the
famous Thanksgiving shiur where the Rav spent about five hours
(most of it in silent thought) working through one Tosafot. Afier
the second or third time the shamash passed him a note about
the flight [back to Boston], the Rav turned to him and said "no
one can leave here until we have understood what it is that
Tosafot is saying!" :

Letter of Dr. Avi Feldblum, published electronically in
mailjewish, volume 5, issue 20 available in archives at
mail-jewish@shamash.nysernet.org.
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O .». Rabbi Feinstein states:

On the question of celebrating any event on a holiday of
Gentiles, if the holiday is based on religious beliefs [by
the Gentiles], such célebrations are prohibited if
deliberately scheduled on that day; even without intent,
it is prohibited because of marit ayinzz_ . . . The first day
of the year for them [January 1]® and Thanksgiving are
not prohibited acco’rding to law, but pious people [ba‘alei
nefesh] should be strict: :
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On the issue of joining with those who think that
Thanksgiving is like a holiday to eat a meal: since it is
clear that according to their religious law books this day
is not mentioned as a religious holiday and that one is

not obligated in a meal [according to Gentile religious
law] and since this is a day of remembrance to citizens of
this country, when they came to reside here either now or
earlier, halacha sees no prohibition in celebrating with a
meal or with the eating of turkey. One sees similar to
this in Kiddushin 66 that Yanai the king made a party
after the conquest of Kochlet in the desert and they ate
vegetables as a remembrance.

Nonetheless it is pfohibited to establish this as an
obligatidn and religious commandment [mitzvah], and it

remains a voluntary celebration now; in this manner — -

without the establishment of obligation or religious
commandment — one can celebrate the next year too with
a meal. But, I think, nonetheless it is prohibited to establish
a fixed day in the year for the celebration and it is only
in the first year of the event, like when Yanai conquered,
and then they had a party, and not for permanence. There
is also a problem of adding commandments . . # Even
though one can question the source, it is still a real
prohibition.”
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-+ Rabbi Hutner argues that it is

lous and apparent that — whatever the merit of

brating Thanksgiving the first time in the 1600's — the

blishment of an annual holiday that is based on the

stian calendar is, at the very least closely associated with

)l worship and thus prohibited. Rabbi Hutner argues that

ch a celebration becomes a "holiday" through the creation £ —?
an annual observance, and celebrating Gentile holidays is Qj »J
viously wrong. Rabbi Hutner concludes: d

‘In truth, one must distance oneself from these types of
customs and even from those events that are similar to
these types of customs . . . The truth is simple and obvious”

o v 538 — The Sages, however, said: Ky v iy Y9 — Any bird that claws is nonkosher™ 52
v ey W — any [hird} that has an added toe poh ~ and hasa crop, HYRI VRFTP! — and yvhose
gizzavd can be peeled, inp — iskosher =ik pr1y 3712 My 131 — R’ Elazar the son of R’ Tzadok says:
Kew vyt nx phing wiv Y3 — Any bivd that parts the toes of fis feet is monlkosherS
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— ‘ s — The primary nonkosher 4
xpy obivh ot gy baw ngmmn N1 mioiva Stuaa pem Thfa primary nonkosh
birds is “6lawing,3’1°3 meaning that any bird that claws is invariably nonkosher,’%

D) O IS DI T RER IR - For t]ie.'l‘orah kept [the claw_mg hu-gl _?‘I:"“Y f:ﬁclll;s
by‘ forbidding it hecause its blood is heated due to 1ts-'cr1§elty, .as well as ben;gshml; ant hmﬁo 1,.
a'3 PATIDN JOAN ITEYE NPWD RS him — and it gives rise to the blackish, burnt.

in the bt;:iym and instills cruelty in the heart of one who consumes it.
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