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2 But his master said to him, I ot us not tum into a cliy of a forezgn [people]
%0 are not of the Children of israel. Let us pass on to Gibeah," 13 So he said
his attendant, “Corme, let us approach one of the [Jewish] places, and we will:
end the night in Gibeah or in Ramah. " ¥4 So they passed [Jebus] and went on,
d the sun set upon them near Gibeah of Berjamin. ' They tumed there to
me and spend the night in Gibeah. e entered and sat in the town square, but
one brought them into & home to spend the night.
18 Just then an old man came from his work, from the field, in the evening. 'H:e
an was from Mount Ephraim, but he was tiving in Gibeah; the local peapl
re Benjarnites. 7 When he raised his eyes and saw the iraveler in the town
uare, the old man said, “Where are you headed? From where have you
m e’"
18 He answered him, “We are passing from Beth-lehem of Judah to the
sthills of Mount Ephraim; I am from there, I went to Beth-lehem of Judah, and'
m headed for the House of Hastem. * And no man is bringing me into his
me. '* We even have straw and fodder for our donkeys, and there is eue.i-x'
:ad and wine for me and your maidservant and the boy who is with yow‘
vants; not a thing is lacking.”
" The old man said, *Peace be with you! However, all your provisions shall
upon me. Just don't spend the night in the [town] square!”
" He brought them to his house and prepared food for the donkeys; they
wshed their feet and ate and dranie. 2 As they were feeling mermry, behold —.
aple of the city, lawless people, surrounded the house, banging on the door,
1 saying to the old man, the owner of the house, "Send ot the man who came
your house, so that we may know him.”
3 The man who was the owner of the house went out to them. He saud
them, "No, my brothers! Please do not be wicked! Since this man has
ne fo my house, do not do this disgusting thing! 2 Here are my virgin |
Ighter and his concubine! [ will bring them out and you may molest them and
fo them whatever you please. But do not do this disgusting thing to thtS ;
T
.? But the men were not willing to listen to him. The man grabbed his conct
‘e and thrust fher] outside fo them. They knew her and they molested her all
ht long until the moming; they sent her away as the dawn began to breaks
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Gemara explains the reason for the Sodomites’ moral
all: ‘
n. - The Rabhis taught in a Baraisa: wxan: XY o sy
3 T11R0 ob MWy T2t Y1awa X — THE FEGPLE OF
'BECAME ARROGANT QNLY BECAUSE OF THE BOUNTY THAT
LY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, LAVISHED UPON THEM. W03 i
WHAT 1S WRITTEN in Scripture CONCERNING THEM? 74,
7B} PDID) S RY? TR — A LAND FROM WHICH BREAD
FORTH HAS, IN ITS STEAD, TURNED INTO SCORCHED EARTH.
TMpY) Paal EDCDYPH — ITS VERY STONES YIELDED
RES, ITS VERY DUST WAS GOLD. KD v Syp-xb 2y
-AMDNY — [T WAS] A PATH UNENOWN TO ANY ROBBER,
vy ATEKY yoyoan wynmesb
MIGHTY BEASTS HAD NOT TROD IT, NO LION EVER TRAV-
BT % — [THE PEOPLE.OF SODOM] SAID: iy 31
] ANBY) . .. DNYTNEY BN PIN.Y — NOW, INASMUCH AS
is.4 LAND FROY WEICH BREAD COMES FORTH .., AND ITS
DUST IS GOLD, B3] "131¥ %% nply — WHY DO WE NEED
ARERS,  [inygn] uveny Kby whi oxa pew ~ weo
0 US ONLY TO DEPRIVE US OF OUR MONEYZ™  npw ixta
537 NiN — COME, LET US CAUSE THE VERY CONCEPT OF
ARING TO BE FORGOTTEN IN OUR LAND (i.e. let us undertake
at all non-Sodomites so terribly that they will no Jonger
to travel through our territory). 3-oym myas,, Vo
wiaen 91 93yun ompysm — This sin caused their
iction, AS IT1S STATED: A STREAM BURST OUT OF FTS NORMAL
SE [AND WAS CAST UPON THE TOWN] THAT HAD BEEN FORGOT-
'BY THE WAYFARER'S FEET. THEY WERE RANISHED, CONSIGNED
TERNAL] DISGRACE. !

‘Gemara explains how the Sodomites murdered and robhed
art of their plan to discourage wayfarers from passing their

"17 - Rava expounded: 2wmp7%n — What is the mean-
that which js written:*"  snyqn vr-by anninn mag-y,,
T3 Y1) W0y R0 oy — How long will you plof freacher-
sly against men, will all of you murder with leaning wall,
i toppled fence?  Tron oy yppy 1 vy Tabn — [This]
€8 that [the Sodomites] would cast their eyes upon those

Now, had evil not spread on such a large scale, the perpetration of
_suchan act in the midst of a large population including all ages and classes
. would have been impossible. The young would have joined forces with
- the common folk against the inhumanity, and the old would have aided
the upper classes in the preservation of public decency. But in this in-

tance young and old, high and low, united to perform an inhuman and
immoral act. For this reason the sentence of o110 wax was sealed.
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wayfarers and visitors who were wealthy individuals, icuCate
"1 197 Y¥K inik — and would seat [such a person] next to a
leaningwall 15y inix pnim — and push [the walll down upon
[the unsuspecting wayfarer], killing him. nx pbui mxm
12y — They would then come and take his money., 0
The Gemara describes the eunning of the Sodomite thieves:
%37 W17 — Rava expounded: Wiy ww — What is the
meaning of that which is written:®® oy mny Tgne nog,,
MR TR W7-mpn — In the darkness he burrows under
houses; by day they seal themselves in, never knowing the
light? Yyip *oyan oy ouniy Py mbn — [This] teaches
that [the Sodomites] wonld cast their- eyes wpon those
wayfarers who were wealthy individals, 1oyx mppom
Thones ~ and would deposit balsam, which is a fragrant
substance, with [each one] for sefekesping.  mah s Y
o4 — [The unsuspecting victims] would:place [these costly
bailments] in their depositories, wheie they safeguarded their
own money and valuables, The location of these hidingplaces was,
of course, a well-kept secret.  279y%, — In the evening muy
abao ik prvim) — [the Sodomite thieves] would come and
smiff out the location of [the depository], which now exuded the
fragrance of balsam, acting in the mannher-of a dog, oy
Y 130N 2725 v 29yY W, — as it is stated:™? They
return toward evening, they houwl like the dog and go round
‘about the cify. DY wMmm mK3 —~ Once they located the
depository they would come.and burrow there, into the room,
T2y inix 1oty — and take that valuable property belonging to
the wayfarerfed : - ‘

The Gemara now cites a number of verses from Job to déscribe

various Sedomite atrocities: : .

“5TIR8 O3 P whal o 'y oy, — They would ellow the
naked fo spend the night unclothed, no garment to shield
against the cold. ™  ~myghw 2w a5am vy owmim w4y, —
They drive away the orphan’s donkey, take the widow's ox in
pledge.t sy wbrvye i bRy, ~ They ntove back
boundary markers, have stolen flocks and take them, ont to
graze.*  1ipgrwve buyban ninggpb s, — Heioill be taken
to the burial ground, be hastened to the mound. ")
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Y313 — AND IT WAS ON ACCOTNT OF THIS idol ofMichahm'
PEOFLE OF THE era of the incident of the CONCUBINE oF ¢
WERE PUNISHED,™) s 2 wipa 1% s — for THE
ONE, BLESSED IS HE, SAID 70 THEM [the people of that
o KD "a93 — ATthe affront to MY HONOR, i.e. when Mich:
idol was set up, YOU DID NOT PROTEST. o) "ig %@ i1
npmy — However, AT the affront {o THE HONOR OF FLESH
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