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"The saying of Rabbi Bunim of Przysucha about the reason for the mourner's kaddish is
well known," | read. "In the ordinary world, when a small unit of a large army is lost, the
loss is not felt, and it is not until an entire division is missing that the depletion must be
corrected and the army must be reinforced. It is otherwise, however, in the army of God.
If only a single Jew is missing, then there is already a lack in the greatness and
the holiness of God. Therefore we pray that His Name may be "'magnified and
sanctified,' that is, that His blessed Name may be made complete for what it has
lost with the disappearance of the deceased."

The mourner's kaddish is only one of the varieties of kaddish that are recited in the
house of worship. There are the full kaddish, the half kaddish, the rabbis' kaddish. (The
mourner's kaddish is a slight abridgment of the full kaddish.) They are ail variants of the
same utterance, of the sort that scholars describe as a "doxology," or an expression of
praise. But look at the language. The kaddish is not so much the praise of God as a
prayer for the praise of God.

In the liturgy, the kaddish plays an important formal role. It structures the worship,
dividing major prayers from minor prayers, marking pauses between orders of prayer.
And its spiritual role? It must be significant, judging by a famous statement in the
Talmud that "the world is sustained in existence ... by [the utterance of] "May His great
Name be blessed' at the conclusion of teaching and preaching." This passage gives a
sense of the antiquity of the proclamation at the heart of the kaddish.
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