Perek 3
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1 A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son.
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2 LORD, how many are mine adversaries become! Many are they that rise up
against me,
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3 Many there are that say of my soul: 'There is no salvation for him in God.' Selah
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4 But thou, O LORD, art a shield about me; my glory, and the lifter up of my
head.
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S With my voice I call unto the LORD, and He answereth me out of His holy
mountain. Selah

JIONP TN MNP NIYK R1IY IR A
61 lay me down, and I sleep; I awake, for the LORD sustaineth me.
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7 Tam not afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me
round about.
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8 Arise, O LORD,; save me, 0 my God; for Thou hast smitten all mine enemies
upon the cheek, {N}
Thou hast broken the teeth of the wicked.
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9 Salvation belongeth unto the LORD; Thy blessing be upon Thy people. Selah
{P}




Tehillim 5777 #1 Perek 3 Election Day Psalm

+ Avshalom’s Campaign vs Dovid

* Dovid Vulnerable Post Bat-Sheva (from his leadership & the people)

Tragedy starts - Amnon & Tamar (Avshalom ran to his “mother” sh 2 13)

Dovid’s rule is “aging”

+ Dovid has moved from Chevron- an abandoned swing state

Avshalom will never be appointed king-grandfather (Talmai) from Geshur- he was
born in Chevron

Shmuel Bet CHAPTER 14
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25 Now in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty;
from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.
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33 So Joab came to the king, and told him; and when he had called for Absalom, he came
to the king, and bowed himself on his face to the ground before the king; and the king
kissed Absalom. {S}

2 Samuel Chapter 15 s "
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1 And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him a chariot and horses, and fifty
men to run before him.
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2 And Absalom used to rise up early, and stand beside the way of the gate; and it was so,
that when any man had a suit which should come to the king for judgment, then Absalom
called unto him, and said: 'Of what city art thou?' And he said: 'Thy servant is of one of
the tribes of Israel.’
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3 And Absalom said unto him: 'See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no
man deputed of the king to hear thee.'
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4 Absalom said moreover: 'Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man who
hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice!"
% peyy i porm S7o-ng nbghy ;i gy w*x—:wa T
5 And it was so, that when any man came nigh to prostrate himself before him, he
put forth his hand, and took hold of him, and kissed him.
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And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for 658w
{judgment; so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. {P
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9 And the king said unto him: 'Go in peace.' So he arose, and went to Hebron.
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10 But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying: 'As soon as ye hear
the sound of the horn, then ye shall say: Absalom is king in Hebron."
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11 And with Absalom went two hundred men out of Jerusalem, that were invited, and
went in their simplicity; and they knew not any thing.
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12 And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, Dav1d's counsellor, from his city, even
from Giloh, while he offered the sacrifices. And the conspiracy was strong; for the people
increased continually with Absalom.
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13 And there came a messenger to David, saying: 'The hearts of the men of Israel
are after Absalom.'
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14 And DaVId said unto all his servants that were with him at Jerusalem: 'Arise, and let us
flee; for clse none of us shall escape from Absalom; make speed to depart, lest he
overtake us quickly, and bring down evil upon us, and smite the city with the edge of the
sword.' _
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15 And the king's servants said unto the king: "Behold, thy servants are ready to do
whatsoever my lord the king shall choose.’

***QUR PSALM IS WRITTEN
CHAPTER 18- his death
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5 And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying: 'Deal gently for my sake
with the young man, even with Absalom.' And all the people heard when the king gave all

2




Tehillim 5777 #1 Perek 3 Election Day Psalm

the captains charge concerning Absalom.237 oi?y/aR) ;717 72y 7105 02028 XM B
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9 And Absalom chanced to meet the servants of David. And Absalom was riding upon his
mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great terebinth, and his head caught
hold of the terebinth, and he was taken up between the heaven and the carth; and the mule
that was under him went on.
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18 Now Absalom in his Jife-time had taken and reared up for himself the pillar, which is
in the king's dale; for he said: 'I have no son to keep my name in remembrance'; and he
called the pillar after his own name; and it is called Absalom's monument unto this day.
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1 And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept;
and as he went, thus he said: 'O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would I had
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!'
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2 And it was told Joab: 'Behold, the king weepeth and mourneth for Absalom.'
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3 And the victory that day was turned into mournmg unto all the people; for the people
heard say that day: 'The king grieveth for his son.'
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4 And the people got them by stealth that day into the city, as people that are ashamed
steal away when they flee in battle.
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5 And the king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice: 'O my son
Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son!' {S}

For centuries, it was the custom among passersby—Jews, Christians and Muslims—+to
throw stones at the monument. Residents of Jerusalem would bring their unraly
children to the site to teach them what became of a rebellious son.1®! Zev Vilnay
(1970). "Pillar of Absalom". The Guide to Israel. Jerusalem: Hamakor Press. pp. 157
158.

Gustav Dort 19th ce French artist
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* What made him “electable” and distanced the people from Dovid-Pain of
Leadership- & losing the people he served

< Pain of a “rebellious” son - who he loved (Had a lot in common with Dovid?)

» Background and Context of the Psalm

A Patten of Good Leadership — Going to the People
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Drama
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Narcissist
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The pain of losing a child- but the redeeming aspect?
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The pain of losing the people
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The timing of Chapter 3
Har Hazeitim or Har Tzion
Response to UNESCO
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Back to the Palace- After Chapter 3?
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