1. Sanhedrin 102a
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Rabbi Yitzhak says: You have no punishment that comes to the world in which
there is not one twenty-fourth of the surplus of a litra of the first calf. (When
weighing a substance, there would often be a disparity of up to one twenty-fourth
of its weight. The point is that a minuscule portion of the sin of the Golden Calf is
added to every punishment imposed upon the Jewish people), as it is stated: “On
the day when | punish, | will punish their sin upon them” (Exodus 32:34),
(indicating that atonement for that sin is incomplete, and the Jewish people will
continue to suffer for it.)

2. Avoda Zara 53b
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Rather, since the Jewish people worshipped the Golden Calf, they revealed their
intentions and indicated that they were amenable to idol worship.

3. Tehillim 106: 19-21
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They made a calf at Horeb and bowed down to a molten image.
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They exchanged their glory for the image of a bull that feeds on grass.
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They forgot God who saved them, who performed great deeds in Egypt
4. Pirkei D’Rebi Eliezer 45
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When Israel received the commandments they forgot their God after forty days,
and they said to Aaron: The Egyptians were carrying their god, and they were
singing and uttering hymns before it, and they saw it before them. Make unto us
a god like the gods of the Egyptians, and let us see it before us, as it is said, "Up,
make us a god" (Ex. 32:1).

5. Sanhedrin 63a
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Rabbi Yohanan says: Were it not for the vav in the term: “Which brought you up
[he’elukha],” giving it a plural form, the haters of the Jewish people,( a
euphemism used to refer to the Jewish people themselves), would have been
sentenced to destruction for their idol worship. (Since they recognized that God
had taken them out of Egypt, and thought that He had merely made the golden
calf His partner, the Jewish people were spared)

6. Shabbos 89a
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After forty days, Satan came and brought confusion to the world by means of a
storm, and it was impossible to ascertain the time. Satan said to the Jews: Where
is your teacher Moses? They said to him: He ascended on High. He said to them:
Six hours have arrived and he has not yet come. Surely he won’t. And they paid
him no attention. Satan said to them: Moses died. And they paid him no
attention. Ultimately, he showed them an image of his death-bed and an image of
Moses’ corpse in a cloud.

7. Guide to the Perplexed 3:32



It is, namely, impossible to go suddenly from one extreme to the other: it is
therefore according to the nature of man impossible for him suddenly to
discontinue everything to which he has been accustomed....

the nature of man is never changed by God by way of miracle.
8. Nechama Leibowitz Studies in Shemot 555-556

Therefore we should not be astonished at the fact that the generation which had
heard the voice of the Living God and had received the commandment “thou shalt
not make other gods besides Me” descended to the making of the golden calf
forty days later. One single religious experience, however profound, was not
capable of changing the people from idol worshippers into monotheists. Only a
prolonged disciplining in the precepts of the Torah directing every moment of
their existence could accomplish that. The all embracing character of the Torah’s
observances regulating the individual’s relations with himself, family and society
constitute the surest guarantee against moral relapses.

9. Rabbi Menachem Leibtag Ki Tisa: Chet HaEgel and the 13 Midot of
Rachamim OU Torah.org

Assuming that Moshe is not returning, Bnei Yisrael must do something - but what
are their options?

To remain stranded in the desert? Of course not! They have waited for Moshe
long enough.

To return to Egypt? "chas ve-shalom' / (of course not!). That would certainly be
against God's wishes; and why should they return to slavery!

To continue their journey to Eretz Canaan? Why not! After all, was this not the
purpose of Yetziat Mitzrayim - to inherit the Promised Land
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| am sending an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the
place that | have made ready.



10.Sefer Hakuzari 1:97

this was to be something to which they could point when relating the wonders of
God, as the Philistines did with the ark when they said that God dwelt within it.
We do the same with the sky and every other object concerning which we know
that it is set in motion by the divine will exclusively, and not by any accident or
desire of man or nature. Their sin | consisted in the manufacture of an image of a
forbidden thing, and in attributing divine power to a creation of their own,
something chosen by themselves without the guidance of God. Some excuse may
be found for them in the dissension which had broken out among them, and in
the fact that out of six hundred thousand souls the number of those who
worshipped the calf was below three thousand.

11. Radak Kings 1 12:28

X7¢ Nwn DN 12 M1DYN NNWNT 722y 78897 nwy DR X0 DNT7 K 72y nnY
NN 72y NWY1 07UN' XINY N1'DWN DIZn DD7 'Y NNy DNX DA DN7 NN
12 NIDYW NNWNY

12.Rav Hirsch Shemos 32:1
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13. Shemos 32: 6-7
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Early next day, the people offered up burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of
well-being; they sat down to eat and drink, and then rose to dance.
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The LORD spoke to Moses, “Hurry down, for your people, whom you brought out
of the land of Egypt, have acted basely.

14.Shemos 33: 1-4
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Then the LORD said to Moses, “Set out from here, you and the people that you

have brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land of which | swore to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring will | give it'—
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| will send an angel before you, and | will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites,
the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites—
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a land flowing with milk and honey. But | will not go in your midst, since you are a
stiffnecked people, lest | destroy you on the way.”
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When the people heard this harsh word, they went into mourning, and none put
on his finery.

15. Shemos 20: 15-16

W'DYN KX (WY \DNTNREI9WN Zip IR DT'970 DRI N7 DX DX DYN7)I
;hon Ty

All the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the blare of the horn and the
mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they fell back and stood at a
distance.
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“You speak to us,” they said to Moses, “and we will obey; but let not God speak to
us, lest we die.”



