Samuel 1 Chapter 15

S ANY-7RININY AN N
/A7 ANYNY? NNt N7Y MR
NRYL7NW-7Y iny-7y

{o} .nIny AT YRy wny

,INQY NN AR DD 2
770y NWY-IYR X 'ATPD
TR 17 DY-WR--7K0YY

.D'I¥YAN iN7ya

,IAY-NX DN'DNL A7 NRY A
i7-7YN-72-NX DPRDNDI
nRNNL 1Y 7NN K

-TYL 2200 ,NYNR-TY WU'RN
70N NW-TYIiwn i
{0} inn-TyI

DYN-NN ,HURY yaYy'l T
/X D'NKN ,D'X702 DP9l
W'N-TIN ,D'97X MIYYL ;720

NN

Y YTV HNY KA D
7N 20
127 "1 EN-7X MRY AN |

|9 ,'770y AIAN 1T NP
TON NN'WY NANI L iRY 790K

1 And Samuel said unto Saul: 'The
LORD sent me to anoint thee to be
king over His people, over Israel;
now therefore hearken thou unto
the voice of the words of the
LORD. {S}

2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: |
remember that which Amalek did to
Israel, how he set himself against
him in the way, when he came up
out of Egypt.

3 Now go and smite Amalek, and
utterly destroy all that they have,
and spare them not; but slay both
man and woman, infant and
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and
ass.' {S}

4 And Saul summoned the people,
and numbered them in Telaim, two
hundred thousand footmen, and
ten thousand men of Judah.

5 And Saul came to the city of
Amalek, and lay in wait in the
valley.

6 And Saul said unto the Kenites:
'‘Go, depart, get you down from
among the Amalekites, lest |
destroy you with them; for ye
showed kindness to all the children
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of Israel, when they came up out of
Egypt.' So the Kenites departed
from among the Amalekites.

7 And Saul smote the Amalekites,
from Havilah as thou goest to Shur,
that is in front of Egypt.

8 And he took Agag the king of the
Amalekites alive, and utterly
destroyed all the people with the
edge of the sword.

9 But Saul and the people spared
Agag, and the best of the sheep,
and of the oxen, even the young of
the second birth, and the lambs,
and all that was good, and would
not utterly destroy them; but every
thing that was of no account and
feeble, that they destroyed

utterly. {P}

10 Then came the word of the
LORD unto Samuel, saying:

11 'lt repenteth Me that | have set
up Saul to be king; for he is turned
back from following Me, and hath
not performed My commandments.'
And it grieved Samuel; and he
cried unto the LORD all night.

12 And Samuel rose early to meet
Saul in the morning; and it was told
Samuel, saying: 'Saul came to
Carmel, and, behold, he is setting
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him up a monument, and is gone
about, and passed on, and gone
down to Gilgal.'

13 And Samuel came to Saul; and
Saul said unto him: 'Blessed be
thou of the LORD; | have
performed the commandment of
the LORD.'

14 And Samuel said: 'What
meaneth then this bleating of the
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing
of the oxen which | hear?'

15 And Saul said: 'They have
brought them from the Amalekites;
for the people spared the best of
the sheep and of the oxen, to
sacrifice unto the LORD thy God;
and the rest we have utterly
destroyed.' {P}

16 Then Samuel said unto Saul:
'Stay, and | will tell thee what the
LORD hath said to me this night.’
And he said unto him: 'Say on.' {S}

17 And Samuel said: 'Though thou
be little in thine own sight, art thou
not head of the tribes of Israel?
And the LORD anointed thee king
over lsrael;

18 and the LORD sent thee on a
journey, and said: Go and utterly
destroy the sinners the Amalekites,
and fight against them until they be
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consumed.

19 Wherefore then didst thou not
hearken to the voice of the LORD,
but didst fly upon the spoil, and
didst that which was evil in the
sight of the LORD?"' {S}

20 And Saul said unto Samuel:
"Yea, | have hearkened to the voice
of the LORD, and have gone the
way which the LORD sent me, and
have brought Agag the king of
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed
the Amalekites.

21 But the people took of the spaill,
sheep and oxen, the chief of the
devoted things, to sacrifice unto the
LORD thy God in Gilgal.' {S}

22 And Samuel said: 'Hath the
LORD as great delight in burnt-
offerings and sacrifices, as in
hearkening to the voice of the
LORD? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice, and to hearken than
the fat of rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as
idolatry and teraphim. Because
thou hast rejected the word of the
LORD, He hath also rejected thee
from being king.' {S}

24 And Saul said unto Samuel: 'l
have sinned; for | have
transgressed the commandment of
the LORD, and thy words; because
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| feared the people, and hearkened
to their voice.

25 Now therefore, | pray thee,
pardon my sin, and return with me,
that | may worship the LORD.'

26 And Samuel said unto Saul: 'l
will not return with thee; for thou
hast rejected the word of the
LORD, and the LORD hath rejected
thee from being king over

Israel.' {S}

27 And as Samuel turned about to
go away, he laid hold upon the skirt
of his robe, and it rent. {S}

28 And Samuel said unto him: 'The
LORD hath rent the kingdom of
Israel from thee this day, and hath
given it to a neighbour of thine, that
is better than thou. {S}

29 And also the Glory of Israel will
not lie nor repent; for He is not a
man, that He should repent.’

30 Then he said: 'l have sinned; yet
honour me now, | pray thee, before
the elders of my people, and before
Israel, and return with me, that |
may worship the LORD thy God.'

31 So Samuel returned after Saul;
and Saul worshipped the
LORD. {S}

32 Then said Samuel: 'Bring ye
hither to me Agag the king of the
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1. Yoma 22b

{0}

Amalekites.' And Agag came unto
him in chains. And Agag said:
'Surely the bitterness of death is at
hand.' {S}

33 And Samuel said: As thy sword
hath made women childless, so
shall thy mother be childless
among women. And Samuel hewed
Agag in pieces before the LORD in
Gilgal.
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“And Saul came to the city of Amalek and he strove in the valley” (I Samuel 15:5).
Rabbi Mani said: This means that Saul strove with God, as it were, concerning the
matter of the valley. At the time when the Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Saul:
“Now go and attack Amalek and proscribe all that belongs to him; do not pity him,
but kill men and women alike, infants and sucklings alike, oxen and sheep alike,
camel and donkey alike” (I Samuel 15:3), Saul countered and said: Now, if on
account of one life that is taken the Torah said to bring a heifer whose neck is
broken to a barren valley, all the more so must | have pity and not take all these
Amalekite lives.
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And he further reasoned: If the men have sinned, in what way have the animals
sinned? Why, then, should the Amalekites’ livestock be destroyed? And if the
adults have sinned, in what way have the children sinned? A Divine Voice then
came forth and said to him: “Do not be overly righteous” (Ecclesiastes 7:16)

2. Devarim 2:24-26
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3. Midrash Tanchuma Tzav 3:1
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the Holy One, blessed be He, had said that he should destroy them, as stated “you
shall utterly destroy them.” However, Moses did not do so. Rather he said, “Am |
to go and smite who has sinned and who has not sinned? Instead, let me come
against them in peace, as stated (in Deut. 2:26-27), “Then | sent messengers from
the Desert of Kedemoth [unto King Sihon of Heshbon] with words of peace [...]. |
will traverse your land.” When he saw that he did not come in peace, he smote
him, as stated (in Numb. 21:35), “So they smote him, his children, and all his
people.” The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, “I Myself told you (in Deut.
20:17), ‘No, you shall utterly destroy them,” but you did not do this. By your life,
just as you have said, so will | do.” Thus it is stated (in Deut. 20:10), “When you
draw near unto a city to fight against it, you shall offer terms of peace unto it.”
Therefore, it is so stated (in Prov. 3:17), “The ways [of wisdom] are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.”

4. Rambam Hilchos Melachim 6

War is not conducted against anyone in the world until they are first offered
peace (and refuse it), whether this is a Discretionary War or a War of Mitzvoh, as



it says, “when you come close to the city to fight with it, you shall call to it to
make peace” (Deut. 20:10). If they make peace and accept the Seven
Commandments incumbent upon the Sons of Noah (Gentiles), none of them are
killed....

If they do not come to peaceful terms or they make peace but do not accept the
Seven Commandments, we engage in war against them and slay all their adult
males. We take all their money and children as spoils. We do not kill the women
or minors... To what do we refer? To a Discretionary War with one of the other
nations. However, with one of the Seven Nations or with Amalek who do not
make peace, we leave no soul alive, as it says, “so you shall do with
everyone...only of the cities of the nations...do not leave alive any soul” (Deut.
20:15-16), and regarding Amalek it says, “erase the memory of Amalek” (Deut.
25:19). How do we know that this is referring to those who do not make peace
with us? For it says, “there was no city which came to peace with the Children of
Israel except the Chivites, dwellers of Givon. Everything, they took in the war. For
from G-d their hearts were strengthened to the call of war with Israel, so that
they may be destroyed.” (Joshua 11:19-20). They were offered peace, and
refused.

5. Tehillim 29:11
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May the LORD grant strength to His people; may the LORD bestow on His people
wellbeing.



