1. Bereishis 32: 23-33
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23 And he rose up that night, and took his
two wives, and his two handmaids, and his

eleven children, and passed over the ford of
the Jabbok.

24 And he took them, and sent them over
the stream, and sent over that which he had.

25 And Jacob was left alone; and there
wrestled a man with him until the breaking
of the day.

26 And when he saw that he prevailed not
against him, he touched the hollow of his
thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was
strained, as he wrestled with him.

27 And he said: 'Let me go, for the day
breaketh.” And he said: ’I will not let thee
go, except thou bless me.’

28 And he said unto him: 'What is thy
name?’ And he said: 'Jacob.’

29 And he said: 'Thy name shall be called
no more Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast
striven with God and with men, and hast
prevailed.’

30 And Jacob asked him, and said: 'Tell me,
I pray thee, thy name.” And he said:
'Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my
name?’ And he blessed him there.

31 And Jacob called the name of the place
Peniel: 'for I have seen God face to face,
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2. Rashbam Bereishis 32:23
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NINN N'7'72 01, he crossed the river at night because he intended to change
direction to avoid a meeting with Esau.

[flight by crossing a river, eliminating footprints and wading along the bank before
crossing to the other side slows down the pursuers who first have to find in which
direction the fugitive continued. Ed.].

3. Seforno Bereishis 32:25
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he was the last one to leave from the camp as he was busy directing all his family
and servants and chattels to cross the fording so that nothing would be left
behind.

4. Rabbeinu Bachya Bereishis 32: 23
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?12'N "ayn nX 12y, “he crossed the ford of the Yabok.” He wanted to test if the
river bed would rise for him (according to Nachmanides) and would enable him to
cross on foot. Once he saw that the water level was shallow enough —

7n1n NX DYV DN, “he took them and brought them across the river.” He
then retraced his steps and —

17 AWK NX 12V, “and he brought his belongings across.” He commanded his
servants to do this. As a result he himself was the last one left on the wrong side
of the river.

5. Chullin 91a
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“And Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the
day” (Genesis 32:25). Rabbi Elazar says: The reason Jacob remained alone was
that he remained to collect some small pitchers that had been left behind. From
here it is derived that the possessions of the righteous are dearer to them than
their bodies. And why do they care so much about their possessions? It is because
they do not stretch out their hands to partake of stolen property.

6. Rashi Bereishis 32: 25
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He had forgotten some small jars and he returned for them

7. Rav Hirsch Bereishis 32:25



vape—

A righteous man considers honestly acquired POssessiong %
even if their value is small. He believes that he will eveng, all bee h()]\‘.y
upon to account for the rightful use of that which he, thFOUgh th:alled
of God, has accrued. Brage
He will, therefore, not squander or uselessly waste even g
but will spend great sums without hesitation for God-pleag; Penyy
poses. He considers only that which he has acquired by hoﬂes?f Puz.
be his own and views his very smallest possession as g token of g,ﬂ;o
providence and, therefore, of inestimable valye ® s

8. Da’as Zekainim Bereishis 32:33
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The words |> 7V, mean: “as a result of this,” i.e. as a result of having narrowly
escaped death as a result of having remained exposed to danger alone during the
night, the Israelites learned that this is not the correct way to behave at night and
alone. Abstaining from eating the thigh muscle is the visible reminder of the fact
that this lesson had been internalized by the people as an inadmissible way to
behave. This is why G—d forbade them (his descendants the Jewish people) to eat
this part of the animal. They should be meticulous in observing the
commandment to give people safe conduct. This is why already Yaakov was
commanded to give Joseph safe conduct on his fateful mission. (Genesis 37,14)
[where he accompanied him part of the way where he might be exposed to
danger by the Canaanites. Ed.]

9. The Rav’s Chumash Bereishis 32:25
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10.Rashi Bereishis 32:25
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Our Rabbis of blessed memory explained that he was Esau’s guardian angel
(Genesis Rabbah 77:3)

11. Rashbam Bereishis 32:25
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So that he could not flee, and so that fulfillment of the word of the Holy One,
blessed be He, would be seen, that Esav would not harm him.

12. Ramban Bereishis 32: 26
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...The whole matter represents an allusion to our future history, that there would
come a time when the descendants of Esau would overcome Jacob almost to the
point of total destruction. This happened during the days of the Sages of the
Mishnah in the generation of Rabbi Judah ben Baba and his colleagues, in
accordance with their statement: "Said Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba: If a man will say to
me, Give your life for the sanctification of the name of the Holy One blessed be
He, | give it, so long as he will slay me forthwith, but a generation of persecution
(shemad - forced apostasy), | cannot bear. What did they do in a generation of
persecution? They would bring iron balls, make them white hot in the flame and
place them under the armpits and drive their souls from them. There were other
generations who did such things to us and worse than this. But we endured all
and it passed us by, as is intimated in the text: "And Jacob came to Shalem
(meaning whole or perfect, so that they text may be read homiletically: "And
Jacob came through unscathed")

13. Chullin 91a
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Rav Shmuel bar Aha said before Rav Pappa in the name of Rava bar Ulla that the
angel appeared to Jacob as a Torah scholar,

14.Midrash Tanchuma Buber Vayishlach 7
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Then, when the Holy One saw that he was afraid, he sent Michael to him to
engage in strife with him. What did the angel do with him? He appeared to him in
the likeness of a shepherd

15.Rambam Guide to the Perplexed 2: 42



WE have already shown that the appearance or speech of an angel mentioned in
Scripture took place in a vision or dream; it makes no difference whether this is
expressly stated or not...... when it is said in reference to Jacob, "And a man
wrestled with him" (Gen. 32:25); this took place in a prophetic vision, since it is
expressly stated in the end (ver. 31) that it was an angel. The circumstances are
here exactly the same as those in the vision of Abraham, where the general
statement, "And the Lord appeared to him," etc., is followed by a detailed
description. Similarly the account of the vision of Jacob begins, "And the angels of
God met him" (Gen. 32:2); then follows a detailed description how it came to pass
that they met him; namely, Jacob sent messengers, and after having prepared and
done certain things, "he was left alone," etc., "and a man wrestled with him" (ibid.
ver. 24). By this term "man" [one of] the angels of God is meant, mentioned in the
phrase, "And angels of God met him"; the wrestling and speaking was entirely a
prophetic vision.

16.Rashi Bereishis 32:29
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27y’ X7 [THY NAME SHALL] NO MORE BE CALLED JACOB [BUT ISRAEL] (literally,
“not Jacob — supplanting — shall any more be said to thee”) — It shall no longer
be said that the blessings came to you through supplanting and subtlety but
through noble conduct ("1W) and in an open manner.



