1. Bereishis 25:22, 23
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But the children struggled in her womb, and she said, “If so, why do | exist?” She
went to inquire of the LORD
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and the LORD answered her, “Two nations are in your womb, Two separate
peoples shall issue from your body; One people shall be mightier than the other,

And the older shall serve the younger.”

2. Midrashim

wn in her womb like
1 will be born

®
[[] They tossed up and do
B ocean waves, [for] each one said,
k- first.” Finally Esau said to Jacob, “If you do not let
me go out first, I will kill my mother a}nd }(iﬁ.av‘e‘
through the stomach wall.” Jac:(?b sal_d, ”Th\s
wicked one is a murderer from his inception, and
allowed [Esau] to emerge first (Midrash HaGadol,

Bereishis 25:22).
[ ] When he left his mother’s womb, he cut it so that
she would not bear the twelve tribal ancestors

(Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Ki Seitzei 4).

3. Bereishis Raba 63:8
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4. Bereishis 25: 27, 28
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When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the outdoors;

but Jacob was a mild man who stayed in camp.
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Isaac favored Esau because he had a taste for game; but Rebekah favored Jacob.

5. Rav Hirsch Bereishis 25: 27

It is just because of this — “train the youth in accordance with
eat goal based on

his way” — that each must be educated for the gr 4 =
his own personal way, in accordance with the future which can
foreseen for him based on his qualities. One who places YaakoV
and Esav on the same study bench, and teaches them both togetcl'l\e:)
the same way toward a life of study and thought, is guérantee 'tth
ruin one of them. Yaakov will draw from t}}e well of wisdom w1‘he
increasing desire, while Esav will only wait for the da}y where =
can toss all the old books behind him, and together \.«nth ;hem o
whole great purpose in life, which he only recognized from

int of view — one which by his nature he detested.. ey

Had Yitzchak and Rivkah penetrated more keenly into the i
of Esav, had they asked themselves how the laters\;d etx:N Eré
strength and flexibility in Esav’s soul could be harm;\st oo
the ways of Hashem, then the future 7133 — “mughty s TP
might not merely be a T7¥ 1133 — “an excellent ‘hunte(ri . .
could be a “mighty man before Hashe?x.”d‘(sal:ﬁv :nWh (;:,acvo,mple_

. differences, could have remained brother - :

:rlllefl}t\:cliroc::ifanother in their spirits and in their ways of life; at the
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Yaakov’s spirit; and who knows what difference thatA w:)iu\;l‘ u;:‘::;'

.. , it happened. “And the boy®

in hi ¢ that was not the way 1t hap o

. hlsmr}’(’- glrlﬂy after the boys grew into men were all asl\omsl‘\;;
. i

i l:l}:at even though both came from the same mother's W

to see

different
educated and trained together, they were 0O totally di
were

from one another in their actions. :
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6. Bava Basra 16b
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Rabbi Yohanan says: That wicked Esau committed five transgressions on that day
that Abraham died: He engaged in sexual intercourse with a betrothed maiden,
he killed a person, he denied the principle of God’s existence, he denied
resurrection of the dead, and he despised the birthright.

7. Midrashim

g _ :
[1No one in the world honored his father as Esau (
honored his father — and that caused [Esau] to rule

this world (Zohar 146b).
] Because he honored his father, kings and rulers
wished to cleave to him [and his descendants]

(Bereishis Rabbah 82:14).

[J As long as Isaac was alive, |
practiced circumcision (Yalkut Shimon

268).
] When [Esau] served his father, he [wore] royal

robes (Pesikta Rabbasi 24:58).

(] Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: No man ever
honored his fathers as | honored my fathers; but |

found that Esau honored his father even more than

| [honored mine] (Devarim Rabbah 1:15).

He is still receiving his reward for honoring his
father (ibid.).

[ Jacob said . .. “I fear [Esaul (Genesis 32:10-12),
for he has been occupied all this time [of my
absence] with honoring his father” (Targum

Yonasan, Bereishis 32:12).

Esau’s descendants]
i, Beshalach

8. Bereishis 25: 30-32
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And Esau said to Jacob, “Give me some of that red stuff to gulp down, for | am
famished” —which is why he was named Edom.
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Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.”
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And Esau said, “l am at the point of death, so of what use is my birthright to me?”

9. Bereishis Raba 63:11
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Stew?’ | aCOb]J?Z:Rg(;VY:‘at is the nature of this
- sage r'tiSSQWEdbeca
5 [Abra:a‘g'::,] has died”” {and lentils were‘:\s\z i‘oh:td
€ntoamourneru \
E J pon returning from
wstrl;ulzlal]. That sage lalthough so righteous) was
£ C en by the Attribute of Justice [without enjoying
€ pleasures of a long life (Eitz Yosef)12” exclaimed

[Esau]. ““Yes,” replied [Jacob]. ““If so,” said [Esau),
“there is neither reward nor resurrection!”

(Bereishis Rabbah 63:11).

10. Midrash Shir Hashirim

should it hav.e rested upon Esau. Esau was worthy of
p.roducmg Kings, and Jacob priests. But all of these
gifts were taken away from [Esau] when he sold his
birthright to Jacob (Midrash Shir HaShirim, ed.

Buber 18).

11. Bereishis 26: 34, 35
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When Esau was forty years old, he took to wife Judith daughter of Beeri the

Hittite, and Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite
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and they were a source of bitterness to Isaac and Rebekah.

12. Midrashim

[][Esau] married heathen women, whe

smoke rise [by burning incense] before iqg)q

Isaac smelled it, his eyes dimmed (Pesijy, ’.Qabben-

12:17) asi

[] For forty years, Esau had been Capturing ,
\wiolating other men’s wives. Upon reaching the :d

of forty, he emulated his father and saiq, ”IUSt:S

father married at the age of forty, so will | mary &

the age of forty”” (Bereishis Rabbah 65:1).

[ He married Judith, Basemath, and Mahalath 1,

increase his wealth (ibid. 82:2).

[] He took Mahalath (Genesis 28:9). R' Yehoshya

ben Levi said that nonn (ibid.) is an indication that

[when he went to marry her] he resolved to repent,
\\and the Holy One, Blessed is He, [would have been

willing] to forgive (5n) him for all_h?s sins. Another

of his wives was Basemath (1ov3, ibid. 36:3), }Nhtch
was exhilarated (iny1 M92n)) with the
iezer: If he had divorced the
e wicked], that would have

k Mahalath in addition to his
grief (Bereishis

indicates he
repentance. Said R’ El
first [wives, who wer
been correct. Buthetoo .
wives (ibid.) — adding grief to
Rabbah 67:13). s -

13. Bereishis 27: 28, 29
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“May God give you Of the dew of heaven and the fat of the earth, Abundance of
new grain and wine.
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Let peoples serve you, And nations bow to you; Be master over your brothers,
And let your mother’s sons bow to you. Cursed be they who curse you, Blessed
they who bless you.”

14. Bereishis 28: 3, 4
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May El Shaddai bless you, make you fertile and numerous, so that you become an
assembly of peoples.
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May He grant the blessing of Abraham to you and your offspring, that you may
possess the land where you are sojourning, which God assigned to Abraham.”

15. Bereishis 27: 41
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Now Esau harbored a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing which his
father had given him, and Esau said to himself, “Let but the mourning period of
my father come, and | will kill my brother Jacob.”

16. Vayikra Raba 27:11
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17. Rashi Bereishis 27: 41
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18. Rabbi Saks “Covenant and Conversation” pages 172, 173



o separate bibli-
is there ar®

s a tendency on the part of the midrash
6 To

There is at time
| cal characters into the wholly good and wholly bad, and for th
as Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Chajes poin

biblical heroes must be seen as

good pedagogic reasons, ts out-” %'
serve effectively as role models, consis
tently heroic, non-heroes as systematic villains.

h teaches a differ*

Yet beneath this overlay of midrash, the Tora ;
albeit one that demands a certain

ent and equally important message,
have their faults and non-heroes

their virtues, and these virtues are important to God. “The Holy One,
blessed be He, does not withhold the reward of any creature” said the
sages.” The Esau who emerges from the Torah has none of Abraham’s
faith, Isaac’s steadfastness or Jacob’s persistence. He is carved of an alto-
gether coarser grain. But he is not without his humanity, his filial loyalty |

and a decent if quick-tempered disposition. g !
This too is part of the Torah's message. Just as we cannot predict
” “1 will have mercy

God’s actions in advance (“I will be whoI will be, |
ever I desire”),® so we cannot predict in 'a‘
1

affairs of mankind. It was
mankind into the

maturity to appreciate: even heroes

and show kindness to whom
advance where God’s image will shine in the
the sectarians of Qumran, not the rabbis, who divided
“children of light” and the “children of darkness” Such anthropological
dualism is as alien to Judaism as is theological dualism.

Something of the deepest possible consequence is being inti-

mmated in the story of Esau. The choice of one does not mean the rejec-

tion of another. Esau is not chosen, but he is also not rejected. He too
his heritage, his land. He too will have children

will have his blessing,
be ruled. He too will have

who become kings, who will rule and not
tues recognized, above all his love and respect for his father. Not

his vir

> ]

dccidentally are our sympathies drawn to him. The Torah is saying fof
&l time to all humanity — not all are chosen for the rigors, spiritual and
@ xistential, of the Abrahamic covenant, but all are precious to God, ea:’kf

las his or her place in the scheme of things, each has his or her virtues,

#alents, gifts, and each is precious in the eyes of God."



