1. Devarim 18
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9. When you enter the land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to imitate
the abhorrent practices of those nations.
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10. Let no one be found among you who consigns his son or daughter to the fire, or who is an
augur, a soothsayer, a diviner, a sorcerer,
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11. one who casts spells, or one who consults ghosts or familiar spirits, or one who inquires of
the dead.
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12. For anyone who does such things is abhorrent to the LORD, and it is because of these
abhorrent things that the LORD your God is dispossessing them before you.

SERN M oY TR 0P
13. You must be wholehearted with the LORD your God.
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Tr2R 1 ay onn ovn THOU SHALT BE PERFECT WITH THE LORD THY GOD — walk
before him whole-heartedly, put thy hope in Him and do not attempt to investigate the future, but
whatever it may be that comes upon thee accept it whole-heartedly, and then thou shalt be with
Him and become His portion

2. Sifrei Devarim 173:3
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“Whole shall you be with the L-rd your G-d": When you are whole, your lot will be with the L-rd
your G-d." And thus did David say (Psalms 26:11) "And | in My wholeness will go — redeem me
and be gracious unto me," and (lbid. 41:13) "And I, in my wholeness You supported me, and
You placed me before You forever."

3. Pesachim 113b
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From where is it derived that one may not consult astrologers? As it is stated: “You shall be
wholehearted with the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 18:13).

4. Shabbos 156b
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Rabbi Akiva had a daughter, and Chaldean astrologers told him that on the same day that
she enters the wedding canopy, a snake will bite her and she will die.
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5. Shulchan Aruch 179:1
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6. Vayikra 16: 7-8
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Aaron shall take the two he-goats and let them stand before the LORD at the entrance of the Tent
of Meeting;
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and he shall place lots upon the two goats, one marked for the LORD and the other marked for
Azazel.

7. Joshua 15:1
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The portion that fell by lot to the various clans of the tribe of Judah lay farthest south, down to
the border of Edom, which is the Wilderness of Zin.
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The portion that fell by lot to the Josephites ran from the Jordan at Jericho—from the waters of
Jericho east of the wilderness. From Jericho it ascended through the hill country to Bethel.
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When you have written down the description of the land in seven parts, bring it here to me. Then
I will cast lots for you here before the LORD our God.

8. Shmuel 1 14:42
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When you have written down the description of the land in seven parts, bring it here to me. Then
I will cast lots for you here before the LORD our God.

9. The Vilna Gaon by Betzalel Landau pages 223,224
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10. A Tzaddik in our Time by Simcha Raz page 167
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11. Chagiga 15b
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Nevertheless, Rabbi Meir took hold of him and brought him to the study hall. Aher said
to a child: Recite your verse that you studied today to me. He recited the following verse
to him: “There is no peace, said the Lord, concerning the wicked” (Isaiah 48:22). He
brought him to another study hall. Aher said to a child: Recite your verse to me. He
recited to him: “For though you wash with niter, and take for you much soap, yet your
iniquity is marked before Me” (Jeremiah 2:22).

12. Gitten 56a
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Nero then conducted another test: He said to a child: Tell me a verse that you learned today.
He said to him as follows: “And | will lay My vengeance upon Edom by the hand of My people
Israel” (Ezekiel 25:14). Nero said: The Holy One, Blessed be He, wishes to destroy His Temple,

and He wishes to wipe his hands with that man, i.e., with me.



13. Gitten 68a
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When Rav Sheshet was exiting the house of the Exilarch the servants dug a pit and placed a
reed mat [tzifta] on top of it so that the pit would not be noticed. And they said to Rav Sheshet:
The Master, i.e., Rav Sheshet, should come and rest for a short time, and they intended for him
to fall and be hurt. Rav Hisda, who was also present, snorted [nehar] to him from behind in
order to signal to him. Rav Sheshet said to a child who was there: Recite your verse for me that
you studied today. The child said to him: “Turn to your right or to your left” (Il Samuel 2:21).
Rav Sheshet, who was blind, said to his servant: What do you see? His servant said to him: | see
a mat that has been placed on the ground. Rav Sheshet said to him: Turn away from it and we
will go around it.

14. Esther Raba 7:17
When Haman and his crew saw that Mordecai was running after the children, they

followed him to find out what he would ask them. When Mordecai caught up to the
children, he said to one of them, “Quote to me the verse you are learning.” He said, “Do
not fear sudden terror or the disaster of the wicked when it comes” (Prov. 3:25). The
second joined in and said, “l also learned Tanakh today and the last verse | ended on was:
Hatch a plot-- it will be foiled! Agree on an action-- it will not succeed. For with us is
God!” (Isa. 8:10) The third joined in and said, “Til you grow old, | will still be the same.
When you turn gray, it is | who will carry. | was the Maker and | am the Carrier, | will carry
and rescue you.” (Isa. 46:4) When Mordecai heard this, he laughed and was overjoyed.
Haman asked him, “Why are you so joyful about the words of these children?” Mordecai
said, “Because they have given me the good word that | shouldn’t fear from the wicked
scheme you are plotting against us!” Haman was angered and said, “I will lift my hand
first against these children.”

15. Rambam Hilchos Avodas Kochavim 11:5
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one who asks a child, What Verse art thou studying? if he mentioned to him a Verse of the
blessings, he may rejoice and say: "This is of good omen". All such and the like is permitted;
seeing that he neither regulated his actions nor withheld himself from performing them by



these signs, save that he made for himself a mark of a thing which already had come to pass,

observe, this is permitted.
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17. Pirkei Avos 5:22
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Ben Bag Bag said: Turn it over, and [again] turn it over, for all is therein. And look into it;
And become gray and old therein; And do not move away from it, for you have no better

portion than it.
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