1. Devarim 11: 26-29
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See, this day | set before you blessing and curse:
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blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that | enjoin upon you
this day;
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and curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn away
from the path that | enjoin upon you this day and follow other gods, whom you have not
experienced.
N7 NIANTIN NANI AW NAYTRA NARTIYR YIRDTIX DR DINIRRY D Al
‘72 N N77En NN DT
When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are about to enter and
possess, you shall pronounce the blessing at Mount Gerizim and the curse at Mount
Ebal.—

2. Rashi11:29
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3. Ramban 11:29

..the meaning of the verses is as follows: "l have set 'before you' a way [to attain] blessing and
a way [to attain] curse. And the expression before you signifies that you are to choose for
yourselves what you desire, and | inform you that the blessing will be yours when you perform
the commandments, and the curse if you do not fulfill them." This is similar to "379% 'nn1 NX)
VDTN NANTIIXE AVNTNRE DYNRTIN DD

See, | set before you this day life and prosperity, death and adversity. Devarim 30:15
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| call heaven and earth to witness against you this day: | have put before you life and death,
blessing and curse. Choose life—if you and your offspring would live— Devarim 30:19

4. Devarim 11:32
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take care to observe all the laws and rules that I have set before you this day.



5. Devarim 27:9-10
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Moses and the levitical priests spoke to all Israel, saying: Silence! Hear, O Israel! Today you
have become the people of the LORD your God:
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Heed the LORD your God and observe His commandments and His laws, which I enjoin upon
you this day.

6. Devarim 12:2
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You must destroy all the sites at which the nations you are to dispossess worshiped their gods,
whether on lofty mountains and on hills or under any luxuriant tree.

7. Devarim 12:5
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but look only to the site that the LORD your God will choose amidst all your tribes as His
habitation, to establish His name there. There you are to go,

Ramban: you shall inquire after His dwelling — You will come to Him from faraway places and
ask, where is the way to the House of Gd? And each one will say to his fellow “...come, let us go
up to the Lord's mount, to the house of the God of Jacob...” (Yeshayahu 2:3) Just as “They shall
inquire of Zion; their faces are directed hitherward...” (Yirmiyahu 50:5) And in the Sifre (Re’eh 8)
it says: ‘you shall inquire,” this means you should inquire from the mouth of the prophet.
Perhaps one should wait until the prophet speaks to them? The Torah says ‘you shall inquire
after His dwelling and come there.” Seek and find and afterwards the prophet will say to you,

and so you find with David, etc... In the way of true understanding ‘you shall inquire after His
dwelling’ means you shall seek His glory, ‘and come there’ to see the face of the Master, the
Lord Gd of Israel. It is from here that the Sages employed the word shechina.

8. Devarim 12:18



These you must consume before the LORD your God in the place that the LORD your God will
choose—you and your sons and your daughters, your male and female slaves, and the Levite in
your settlements—happy before the LORD your God in all your undertakings.

9. Devarim 13:5
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Follow none but the LORD your God, and revere none but Him; observe His commandments
alone, and heed only His orders; worship none but Him, and hold fast to Him.

10. Sota 14a
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And Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, says: What is the meaning of that which is written:
“After the Lord your God shall you walk, and Him shall you fear, and His commandments
shall you keep, and unto His voice shall you hearken, and Him shall you serve, and unto Him
shall you cleave” (Deuteronomy 13:5)? But is it actually possible for a person to follow the
Divine Presence? But hasn’t it already been stated: “For the Lord your God is a devouring
fire, a jealous God” (Deuteronomy 4:24), and one cannot approach fire.
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He explains: Rather, the meaning is that one should follow the attributes of the Holy One,
Blessed be He. He provides several examples. Just as He clothes the naked, as it is written:
“And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin, and clothed them”
(Genesis 3:21), so too, should you clothe the naked. Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He,
visits the sick, as it is written with regard to God’s appearing to Abraham following his
circumcision: “And the Lord appeared unto him by the terebinths of Mamre” (Genesis
18:1), so too, should you visit the sick. Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, consoles
mourners, as it is written: “And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God
blessed Isaac his son” (Genesis 25:11), so too, should you console mourners. Just as the Holy
One, Blessed be He, buried the dead, as it is written: “And he was buried in the valley in the
land of Moab” (Deuteronomy 34:6), so too, should you bury the dead.

15. Devarim 13: 16-17
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put the inhabitants of that town to the sword and put its cattle to the sword. Doom it and all
that is in it to destruction:
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gather all its spoil into the open square, and burn the town and all its spoil as a holocaust to the
LORD your God. And it shall remain an everlasting ruin, never to be rebuilt.

16. Devarim 14: 23
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You shall consume the tithes of your new grain and wine and oil, and the firstlings of your herds
and flocks, in the presence of the LORD your God, in the place where He will choose to establish
His name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God forever.

17. Devarim 14:29
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Then the Levite, who has no hereditary portion as you have, and the stranger, the fatherless,
and the widow in your settlements shall come and eat their fill, so that the LORD your God may
bless you in all the enterprises you undertake.

Pikei Avos 3:3

Rabbi Shimon said: if three have eaten at one table and have not spoken there words of Torah,
[it is] as if they had eaten sacrifices [offered] to the dead, as it is said, “for all tables are full of
filthy vomit, when the All-Present is absent” (Isaiah 28:8). But, if three have eaten at one table,
and have spoken there words of Torah, [it is] as if they had eaten at the table of the All-Present,
blessed be He, as it is said, “And He said unto me, ‘this is the table before the Lord’” (Ezekiel
41:22).

18. Devarim 15: 8
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Rather, you must open your hand and lend him sufficient for whatever he needs.

Ketubot 67b: “Which is deficient for him”; this includes even a horse upon which to ride and a
servant to run in front of him for the sake of his stature, if necessary. For someone accustomed
to these advantages, their absences constitute a true deficiency, not an extravagant indulgence.
The Gemara relates: They said about Hillel the Elder that he obtained for a poor person of
noble descent a horse upon which to ride and a servant to run in front of him. One time he



did not find a servant to run in front of him, and Hillel himself ran in front of him for three mil,
to fulfill the dictate “which is deficient for him.”

19. Devarim 15:11
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For there will never cease to be needy ones in your land, which is why | command you: open
your hand to the poor and needy kinsman in your land.

20. Devarim 16: 10
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Then you shall observe the Feast of Weeks for the LORD your God, offering your freewill
contribution according as the LORD your God has blessed you.

21. Devarim 16:14
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You shall rejoice in your festival, with your son and daughter, your male and female slave, the
Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow in your communities.

Vayikra 23: 40
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On the first day you shall take the product of hadar trees, branches of palm trees, boughs of
leafy trees, and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven
days.



