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34
A kina by Rabbi Yehuda HaLevi (c. 1075-1141), the great poet of Jewish Sepharad, and the
author of Sefer HaKuzari, who has signed the stanzas with the letters of his name. It is based on
the story brought in the Talmud about the murders committed by Nebuzaradan, the Babylonian
official in charge of the actual destroying of the Temple (Kings 11 25:8). The Talmud (Gittin 57b;
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Sanhedrin 96b) describes the massacre as a retribution for the murder of the Priest Zechariah in
the time of King Yeho'ash, two and a half centuries before (Chronicles 11 24:20~22). Commentary
for this kina begins on page 544.

0¥ The day of my oppression weighed heavily upon me,

and my sins doubled,
as I sent my hand against the life of a prophet in the very courtyard

of God’s Temple.
And the earth did not cover it until the arrival of my tormentor’s sword,
And it was not silenced until [the blood of the prophet

Zechariah was] avenged, and ghastly acts performed.

He has increased, in Judah’s daughter, agony and mourning! Lam. 2:5

71 [The blood] continued to seethe until the arrival of the chief
executioner [Nebuzaradan],
who came to God’s Sanctuary and discovered the boiling blood.
He inquired about this of the priests offering sacrifices.
They responded that it was nothing more than the blood
of sacrificial animals.
He, too, slaughtered [animals] to further
investigate what this was and why,
and I said to myself, “This is your sin, and this is its fruit!”

‘7;:11 [The blood] was still not silenced but persisted like a storming sea.
The matter was researched, and it was explicitly discovered
that [it was] the blood of a man of God who had done no injustice Is.s3:9
but was uprooted.
Nebuzaradan said, “Now comes the reckoning for his blood!
Gather the priests unto me, and remove them from God’s House.
I will not be silent until silenced is the

blood of the prophet Zechariah!”

7 He stabbed aged men by the hundreds,

and youths by tens of thousands.

He massacred the priests of the LORD of hosts,

and school children before the eyes of their fathers,

Yet the blood of the prophet was not silent! A sign and a wonder!
The enemy’s sword avenging; the entire city in an uproar!
Nonetheless, his wrath did not subside, and
his hand remained outstretched.




543 PP - axa mywnh e

DT P DY Dy i) poin
Dy i 0713 Bwa oy oY)
DY WY TN XE) T
ohwY Nia3 077 7 PR, NN
TS I T Y A 92
4 D) M AP DTUPY )

LI e aen )
e o3 m
I bixen 3 En 110
w3 s m Aoyn e
oy e 1 XD om
[t g xen To oy

Kina 35 starts on page 549.

KINA 34

'D¥1 He continued to kill women with nursing infants,

blood rising among them like the blood of the River Nile,

until Nebuzaradan lifted his eyes heavenward

and said, “Is this not enough, the blood of Jerusalem’s daughters?
Will You eradicate completely the remnants of the captivity?”
Then the innocent blood quieted, and the
sword of vengeance had its fill.

:[‘7 To You, Lorp, we sinned, did wrong, transgressed!
We killed Your prophet and knew we did evil!
May Your compassion nevertheless console us,
for we cry out from the grave!
And from the fruits of our deeds, we have fully suffered.
Still unpitied is the storm-tossed unfortunate one;
her eyes, she raises to You, hopeful for Your help!

Kina 35 starts on page 548.
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Kina 49 starts on page 629.
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In Memory of the Martyrs of the European Hurban
by Rabbi Shlomo Halberstam, the Bobover Rebbe

11t Always remember, and mourn all of Israel,
let your voices be heard on high.
For Germany has destroyed our nation in the furious days of the war,
with cruel and unusual deaths, by hunger and thirst;
do not forget for all generations, until we merit consolation.

onpy¥ Their shouts and their cries, crowded into cattle cars
like sheep to the slaughter, led to the crematoria.
Let the sound of their pleas forever reverberate
before the One who dwells on high,
as they shouted out “Shema Yisrael” and martyred themselves for the
Master of all Masters.

WK1 Revered teachers of Yeshivot and their prize students, and the multitudes
of the nation,
were enslaved, inhumanly tortured, and murdered with no compunction.
The blood of young children cries out to You from the ground;
avenge the infants and the women! Spare no soul among Your enemies.

b¥ For the burning of countless houses of study and prayer,
tens of thousands of Torah scrolls and Torah scholars,
we will eulogize with songs of desolation.
They set fire to sanctuaries of God, set the pyres as we looked on.
The arsonists must pay for their arson!
He will pass judgment on the nations so full of corpses.

1wt Cry out, Heaven and Earth, for the thousands of towns,
fortresses of Torah,
each European country and its communities,
observers of our sacred tradition,
for the righteous, the elders, the devout who clung to their pure faith.
From the day we were exiled from our homeland we have not experienced

such catastrophe.

01 Have mercy on the remnants of our nation. Look down from heaven
upon the holy camps, ten times the number of those
redeemed from Egypt.
Re-establish our Holy Sanctuary, redouble our solace:
Lift us up, and bring us to Zion and Jerusalem.

Kina 49 starts on page 628.






