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Our Mishnah said: (V) I
13 TR PUZHY 1 O33N — THEREFORE, WHEN AV BEGINS, WE e , F\W /
CURTAIL JOY etc. uarS 5 .
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377 mpwn nPw 13 bxmow 377 M3 AP 27 ek - Rav ¥y~ B ity T
Yehudah the son of Rav Shmuel bar Shilas said in the name of Wik 7t
Rav: nppis noynn ax opwny owy — Just as when Av Ay
begins we curtail joy,™ T3 '35 7K 031N 73 — 80 too >
when Adar begins we increase joy.l*

Xpp 31 0K — Rav Pappasaid: Xy my nixy S,A.._ﬁ "3 duw..._
337172 — Therefore," a Jew who has alawsuit with a Gentile
33 mpm vmnwy — should avoid him during the month of Av,
mbm y™7 — when [a Jew’s] luck isbad,” 73 mWm )
— and should make himself available to appear even before a
Gentile court during the month of Adar, m%m X137 — when
his luck is good.™
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obwy uex mbya mam - Now, the exile did not end
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TO OFFER HALF A SHEKEL TO THE LORD

|

1
This shall they give, everyone that passes among these who are |

numbered, half a shekel . . . for an offering to the Lord (Exodus 30: 13) ﬁ

1. National interests are the responsibility of every citizen. No

" one has a right to claim exemption, if these national projects

are to be carried out successfully. During the Temple days, some
of the offerings were brought on behalf of all Israel, as contrasted to
those brought by individuals. Who was to pay for these offerings?

Every year, during the month of Adar, every Jew was required
to donate half a shekel to pay for the daily sacrifices (temidim)
brought not by individuals, but by the Priests on behalf of the
entire people of Israel. Even to the present day we read the portion
of the Torah dealing with the half a shekel on the Sabbath pre-
ceeding the month of Adar. This is called Shabbat Parshat
Shekalim. This contribution was mandatory upon every Jew,
and had to be paid at one time, in full, even if it was necessary
for an individual to sell one of his garments in order to be able
to do so.

until the day [the people] returned to their place and returned to the stature of their -~

forefathers. . : .
Egypt, although they had left the “house of bondage,” they were still considered exiles,

Wilderness.

again caused His Shechinah to dwell among them,
returned to the eminence of their forefathers,
said, “the counsel of God was over their tents,™
(Bereishis Rabbah 47:6) states, they themselves were the Divine chariot.’
was then that [the people] of Israel were considered to be truly redeemed from their exile.

always.5

Y 35. Since this month ushers in the time during which the great miracles
s of Purim and Pesach [in the following month of Nissan] occurred to the
Jewish people (Rashi; see She’eilos Yavetz 11:88).

Y9I 13w IV 0TIy Nan IRy 8 by gx ovyen wxymw — Now, when they left
”

~37m3 o3y oy XY yaxa iy - for they were still “in a land not theirs,” wandering in the

DIPPR INPIW TWWT KET P UITRT 2w 12w Yy o 05X 1x3ws — But when
they arrived at Mount Sinai and built the Tabernacle, and the Holy One, Blessed is He, once
aniax nbyn bx 1Y 18 - at that point they
oK Yy 3198 Mo MY — of whom it may be
7132710 o oM — and, as the Midrash
IRa mwn w - It
12
RN NI K99 TR NNy 1wl iy M9wa 71 pea 09wl — And this is why this book ends .
with its completion of the subject of the Tabernacle and with the glory of God filling it
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g wbmtan xm M 9w, — Was cast pur, that w_:_@ lot. 1 XD
.Jm wna e Ypaw 10 — On this verse, a Baraisa taught: WHEN |
Haman saw that THE LOT FELL ON THE MONTH OF ADAR, Mny
#5912 M — HEREJOICED GREATLY.  nuw m71a e % 5m) .=.s.,<
mwhn 12 — For HE SAID, “THE LOT FELL FOR ME ON THE MONTH IN
im:om MOSES DIED.” He felt this indicated that it was an unlucky
month for the Jews, and he therefore felt confident that he would
prevail. g R X9 — HOWEVER, HAMAN DID NOT REALIZE
Ny 7R3 YWY — THAT while [MOSES] DIED ON THE SEVENTH

“oF >c.,m_w:= 7bi) N3 IYWaY — HE WAS also BORN ON THE
\1)~u. ,,/h» #W r

SEVENTH OF ADAR.1? 7'



H / bx1% b1 i — The celestial signs hold no sway over |

-~ Israel, i.e. prayer and merits can prevail over the fate they
foretell. ¥ sy yagt 1271 X 718) — And R’ Yochanan follows
his own reasoning expressed elsewhere, jani* 137 "mx7 — for
R’ Yochanan said: 5x9t"% bm pxw i — From where do
we know that the celestial signs hold no sway over Israel?
MR — As it says:5  rmbn-by oMan 77708 nmg M, -
So says Hashem: Do not adopt the way of the nations ninNm
TR DAY AN IANR-5X oW — and do not fear the signs
of the heavens, for the nations fear them. ¥t X%y inmon |
— They, the nations, should fear them, but not Israel.

The Gemara adds:

Sx77% b px 72 31 X7 — And Rav too holds that the
celestial signs hold no sway over Israel. =N 73 27 "MNT
31 — For Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: pxw jmm
Yxt5 b — From where do we know that the celestial signs
hold no sway over Israel? =W — Asit says:®™ inx xym,,
7y — And He took him outside, and said: Gaze toward the
Heavens ... N1 71M3 witpn uob oimax mx — Abraham said
before the Holy One, Blessed is He: oY%y bw 12129 — Master
of the Universe, “nX w1 y13-13,, — my steward inherits
me...5 &Y 15 mmx — [The Holy One] replied to him: No,
that one will not inherit you; 'y X¥! WYX OR-3,, — only he
that shall come forth from within you shall inherit you.®!
oYty bw 12127 1% mx — [Abraham] then said before him:
Master of the Universe! b muvvuyxa mbaney — I have
already consulted my astrology, 13 %% »x7 ) — and I
see that I am not fit to bear ason! 5 "y — [The Holy One]
said to him: 35w mruvysn Xy — Go outside of your
astrology,®™ bx1trh by pxw — for the celestial signs hold no A~

sway over Israel! A ; \
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2¥R7 YY 777 DR a1WY can be interpreted in two ways: either to guard
the way to the tree of life, so that man will not be able to find the way;
or to guard the way to the tree of life, so that the way should not be
lost to man, and so that man should return to it someday. Indications
from the words of our Sages point to the latter interpretation (Yalkut
Shimoni, Bereshis, 34).
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ground. Bereishit 19:25

T2 PO¥YI2TT RYPPN RODI POYY 127) MK 137) KIK 13 X mn A
=1w9% — R’ Chiya bar Abba, R’ Ami and R’ Yitzchak Nafcha
were sitting on the porch of R’ Yitzchak the son of Elazar,
=mpan ko pp) — and the following matter came up
Between them: nyaw maxb pm - From where do we
Zerive that the primary period of mourning lasts for seven days?
“53x% oun nap., 237 — For it says: And I will turn
your festivals to mourning; ny3W MMAK O IYaW am o —
. rom which we infer that just as a festival is seven days,"® so

mourning is for seven days.""
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He annihilated those cities and the entire Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities and the vegetation of the
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He drove the man out, and stationed east of the garden of Eden the cherubim and the fiery ever-turning sword, to
guard the way to the tree of life. Bereishit 3:24

naDMAN 3N represents misery, pain, and catastrophe, which recur
again and again, like a revolving wheel. As soon as the Edenic period
ended, blood-stained human history began. Human history begins with
fratricide. Suffering — of the individual and of mankind as a whole —
paves the way for the recognition that only if man looks upward and
subordinates himself to God Most High will he find eternal life on earth.
Sensual desire and the lust for ownership will not bring man eternal
life and happiness; the essence of all the great events of history is cap-
sulized in one word: Yan!

This is the meaning of the npnman 3, which preserves for man
the way to the tree of life. Indeed, “pw ningin o»n 97 (Mishlei 6:23);
the road to life leads through suffering. Thus, nasanmn 297 vAb is the
negative result of world history.

The cherubim represent the traces of Divine revelation to man, God’s
beckonings, by which man perceives the hand of God in the course of
history. These are the positive means of instruction employed by Divine
providence for the education of mankind.

Thus, the cherubim and the sword symbolize the two elements that
preserve for man the way to the tree of life.
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