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2 Kings Chapter 23 2 ©%291
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1 And the king sent, and they
gathered unto him all the elders of
Judah and of Jerusalem.

2 And the king went up to the house
of the LORD, and all the men of
Judah and all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem with him, and the priests,
and the prophets, and all the people,
both small and great; and he read in
their ears all the words of the book

of the covenant which was found in
the house of the LORD.

3 And the king stood on the
platform, and made a covenant
before the LORD, to walk after the
LORD, and to keep His
commandments, and His
testimonies, and His statutes, with
all his heart, and all his soul, to
confirm the words of this covenant
that were written in this book; and
all the people stood to the covenant.

4 And the king commanded Hilkiah
the high priest, and the priests of the
second order, and the keepers of the
door, to bring forth out of the temple

* of the LORD all the vessels that

were made for Baal, and for the
Asherah, and for all the host of
heaven; and he burned them without
Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron,
and carried the ashes of them unto
Beth-el.
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5 And he put down the idolatrous
priests, whom the kings of Judah had
ordained to offer in the high places
in the cities of Judah, and in the
places round about Jerusalem; them
also that offered unto Baal, to the
sun, and to the moon, and to the
constellations, and to all the host of
heaven.

6 And he brought out the Asherah
from the house of the LORD,
without Jerusalem, unto the brook
Kidron, and burned it at the brook
Kidron, and stamped it small to
powder, and cast the powder thereof
upon the graves of the common
people.

7 And he broke down the houses of
the sodomites, that were in the house
of the LORD, where the women
wove coverings for the Asherah.

8 And he brought all the priests out
of the cities of Judah, and defiled the
high places where the priests had
made offerings, from Geba to Beer-
sheba; and he broke down the high
places of the gates that were at the
entrance of the gate of Joshua the
governor of the city, which were on
a man's left hand as he entered the
gate of the city.

9 Nevertheless the priests of the high
places came not up to the altar of the
LORD in Jerusalem, but they did eat
unleavened bread among their
brethren.
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21 And the king commanded all the
people, saying: 'Keep the passover
unto the LORD your God, as it is
written in this book of the covenant.'

22 For there was not kept such a
passover from the days of the judges
that judged Israel, nor in all the days
of the kings of Israel, nor of the
kings of Judah;

23 but in the eighteenth year of king
Josiah was this passover kept to the
LORD in Jerusalem.

24 Moreover them that divined by a
ghost or a familiar spirit, and the
teraphim, and the idols, and all the
detestable things that were spied in
the land of Judah and in Jerusalem,
did Josiah put away, that he might
confirm the words of the law which
were written in the book that Hilkiah
the priest found in the house of the
LORD.

25 And like unto him was there no
king before him, that turned to the
LORD with all his heart, and with all
his soul, and with all his might,
according to all the law of Moses;
neither after him arose there any like
him.



