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A) A model for Tefilla?
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Midrash- She got the Shechina

A Philosophical Pattern in the Halachot of Tefilla
http://www.israeInationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/246694 President Reuven Rivlin held a
condolence visit to the family of Staff Sergeant Ronen Lubarsky, who was wounded during an
operation in Ramallah and died of his injuries two days later.” "'The whole nation is praying, it
can't be that we won't be answered', but apparently plans were different. We were so moved by
the embrace of the people and we are grateful for it. Without that | don't know how | could
have gone on, it really gives strength and | feel much stabler thanks to it."

a) Praying for Self
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b) Praying for Others
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https://jewishaction.com/religion/inspiration/the_power_of_jewish_prayer/

Is Prayer Answered? Rabbi Sachs

Speaking from personal experience, and from many encounters with people for whom
prayer was a lifeline, | know that our prayers are answered: not always in the way we
expected, not always as quickly as we hoped, but prayer is never in vain. Sometimes
the answer is, “No.” If granting a request would do us or others harm, God will not grant
it. But “No” is also an answer, and when God decides that something | have prayed for
should not come to pass, then | pray for the wisdom to understand why. That too is part
of spiritual growth: to accept graciously what we cannot or should not change. Nor is
prayer a substitute for human effort: to the contrary, prayer is one of the most powerful
sources of energy for human effort. God gives us the strength to achieve what we need
to achieve, and to do what we were placed on earth to do.Prayer changes the world
because it changes us. At its height, it is a profoundly transformative experience.
If we have truly prayed, we come in the course of time to know that the world was
made, and we were made, for a purpose; that God, though immeasurably vast, is also
intensely close; that “though my father and mother may reject me, God will gather me
in”; that God is with us in our efforts, and that we do not labor in vain. We know, too, that
we are part of the community of faith, and with us are four thousand years of history and
the prayers and hopes of those who came before us. Prayer is less about getting
what we want than about learning what to want. Our priorities change; we become
less angular; we learn the deep happiness that comes from learning to give praise and
thanks. The world we build tomorrow is born in the prayers we say today.

Rabbi Soloveitchik

When man is in need and prays, God listens. One of God’s attributes is shomea
tefilah: “He who listens to prayer.” Let us note that Judaism has never promised that
God accepts all prayer. The efficacy of prayer is not the central term of inquiry in our
philosophy of avodah she-ba-lev. Acceptance of prayer is a hope, a vision, a wish, a
petition, but not a principle of a premise. The foundation of prayer is not the
conviction of its effectiveness but the belief that through it we approach God
intimately and the miraculous community embracing finite man and his Creator is
born. The basic function of prayer is not its practical consequences but the
metaphysical formation of a fellowship consisting of God and man.



