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39) R. Hirsch v. 25  Zipporah sees Moses in danger of life, sees him brought to the edge of the grave by
G-d, on the very road on which God had sent him.  She recognises that there can be only one cause for
this, quickly catches the child up and circumcises him, places the severed foreskin at the feet of her
husband, struggling in the throes of death, and says “I do this, because you have become the “betrothed of
Death” for my sake, on my account! i.e., it is my fault, it was I who kept you back from fulfilling this
duty, you did not insist on it out of love for me, and so on my account you became the “betrothed of the
death penalty”.  The words of our sages justify us in taking this interpretation of Zipporah’s words.
There has always been discussion as to whether this child was the first one, Gershom, or the second,
Eliezer.  Most opinions inclide towards the latter and think that Eliezer had just been born, the Milah
having had to be postponed on account of the journey, the incident then occuring at an inn near the end of
the journey, where the first and immediate duty should have been the Milah, and the danger to Moses
arose on account of procrastination then.  But this inn could not have been so near the end of the journey.
It was after this that Aaron met Moses at Horeb, and that, we are told, was a three days’ journey from
Egypt.  In the Mechilta on  R. Eliezer Ha-Modai actually states that Jethro would only consent to
give his daughter to Moses on the condition that her first son should be allowed to remain dedicated to
adoltry, and that this was the reason for Gershom remaining uncircumcised, and that was why Moses’ life
was in danger... If this was really the fact we could take the word  literally.  “For my sake you have
become a ‘bridegroom of blood-guilt’” i.e., for my sake, when you became a bridegroom, you took on
yourself a capital crime.  But it is not even necessary to go as far as this, we need only think that
Zipporah, who after all was not a daughter of Israel (and at the beginning had possibly not yet
completely absorbed all the ideas of Moses) found it hard to allow her child to be circumcised.  In
the force of circumstances, Moses gave in to a postponement.  But not thus was Moses to come to
Egypt, and not thus Zipporah.  Not in Midian, but on the journey - free from all influence of parents and
relatives, alone thrown back entirely on herself, Zipporah is to soar to the heights of Jewish
Womanhood.  Like an offering she lays the Orla of her child at the feet of her husband struggling in the
throes of death, and says “I know full well that it was for my sake that you took on yourself such a grave
capital crime!”.... 

5


