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Simcha & Expressing it?
Exceptional or the Prevalent Practice
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Painful Surrender
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An Ongoing Inner Battle - Halachic Man Footnote 4



#12 5777 149(2)

Religion is not, at the outset, a refuge of grace and mercy for the
despondent and desperate, an enchanted stream tor crushed spirits,
but a raging, clamorous torrent of man’s consciousness with all its
criscs, pangs, and torments. Yes, it is true that during the third Sab-
bath meal at dusk, as the day of rest declines and man’s soul yearns for
its Creator and is afraid ta depart from that recalm of holiness whose
name is Sabhath, inta the dark and frightening. secular workaday
week, we sing the psalm "' 'he Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside the
stll waters” (Ps. 23), clt., vic, and we believe with our entire hearts in
the words of the psalmist. However, this psalm only describes the
ultimate destination of hemo relyrosus, not the path leading to that
destination. For the parh that eventually will lead ro the “green pas-

Protestant groups or in American Retorm and Conservative Judaism,
that the rchigious experience is of a very simple nature—that is. devoid
of the spiritual tortuousness present in Lhe secular cultural conscious-
ness, al” psychic upheavals, and of the pangs and torments that are
inextricably connected with the development and refinement of man's
spiritual personalicy. This popular idcology contends that the religious
experience is tranquil and neatly ordered, tender and delicate; itis an
enchanted stream For embittered souls and seill waters far troubled
spirits. The person “who comnes in from the leld, weary™ (Gen. 25:20),
from the battlefield and campaigns of life, fram the sccular domain
which is filled with doubts and fears, contradictions and refutations,
clings to religion as does a baby to its mother and finds in her lap “a
shelter for his head, the nest of his forsuken pravers” [H. N. Bialik,
“I1akhnisini tahat kenatckh™) and 1there is comforted for his disap-
pointments and tribulations. This idealogy is partially embedded in
the most andent strata of Christanity, partially rooted m modern
pragmatic philosophy; but mainly it stems from practical-utlnarian
considerations. The advocates of religion wish to exploit the rebellious
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However -
Nna pad D"MaT
(™) 53 2710 232 21V NNNY3 PAYK PIPY AKX ATIYND WK Nnf:
http://yiddishwordoftheweek.tumblr.com/post/8515188315/shver- aynwiShver - 1yny
Shver - WNYNSHVER\ Adjective: Difficult, heavy, hard.
Note: This sense of shver differs entirely from the one denoting a father-in-law (even as
we might be temptedJews were first arriving in America at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th
centuries and had to adjust as an ethnic minority to the new culture in which they found
themselves, which often did not accommodate Jewish religious needs. In fact, Sholom
Aleichem produced a famous hit comedy in 1914 by the title “Shver Tsu Zayn a
Yid” (see a short plot summary here) reflecting on the difficulties of living as a Jew in the
modern world.
Understandably enough, however, certain rabbinic figures were not happy with
this attitude towards Jewish life and observance. For instance, the great R.
Moshe Feinstein felt it important to emphasize the beauty of a Jewish lifestyle
over the difficulties that might attend scrupulous religious observance: “People
destroyed their children by always repeating es iz shver tzu zein a Yid (it is hard to be a
Jew). No - it is not hard to be a Jew. It is beautiful and joyous to be a Jew.” (Shimon
Finkelman, Reb Moshe: The Life and Ideals of HaGaon Rabbi Moshe Feinstein [New
York: Mesorah Publications, Ltd., 1986], 73.)
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A mind & body experience

A TNy LY 9T NAY NIPN X"aL" N TN b 1260’s

N2 522 11207 ,1NND D22 WA v N2 Y22 7Nan NN Y XN Nvn o
7'M w19 101 ,X10 N2 ATPN DY Y 7125 112N D01 1NN 1"Mynara o vnn
D'

*Effort not suffering
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Fulfillment
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A life own 2ab
See Rabbi Schacter piece on Rav in Mourners Slddur

The Value of Dancing & Instruments (Shirat Miriam)
new and multiple forms of expression
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are we the most modest?
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Shift to Enemies and reality
The Two Edges of the Sword- Fighting Praying- 13 Adar
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Heartfelt and Vocal
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Defensive Wars- Attempts at Appeasement or Warning?
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Netanyahu in Kazakhstan warns Iran: We’re a tiger, not a rabbit
PM asks his counterpart in Astana to convey message to Tehran not to
underestimate Israel; ‘If Iran attacks Israel it will put itself at risk’

BY RAPHAEL AHREN December 14, 2016, 6:18 pm

Iranian FM chides Netanyahu over Purim spiel, says Persians
saved the Jews 3 times

Zarif accuses PM of spreading ‘bigoted lies’ by saying that modern Iran, like
ancient Persia, is bent on annihilating the Jewish people

BY RAPHAEL AHREN AND TIMES OF ISRAEL STAFF March 12, 2017,

Living & Sleeping Judaism

Internal & External Enemies
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R. Isaac says: If one recites the Shema’ upon his bed, it is as though he held a .
two-edged sword in his hand.7 For it is said: [p. 17] Let the high praises of God
be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand.8 How does it indicate
this? — Mar Zutra, (some say, R. Ashi) says: [The lesson is] from the preceding
verse. For it is written: Let the saints exult in glory, let them sing for joy upon
their beds,9 and then it is written: Let the high praises of God be in their mouth,
and a two-edged sword in their hand. R. Isaac says further: If] one recites the
Shema’ upon his bed, the demons keep away from him
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Jewish Leaders / Fighters
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Our Tools
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Praise leading to Request- To praise

We will be the Praised Chassidim
VNP P12 DYNN P
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1 Hallelujah. {N}

Sing unto the LORD a new song, and His praise in the assembly of the saints.
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2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

1200 119N 5NN NYIbom a
3 Let them praise His name in the dance; let them sing praises unto Him with the

timbrel and harp.
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4 For the LORD taketh pleasure in His people; He adorneth the humble with

salvation.
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S Let the saints exult in glory; let them sing for joy upon their beds.
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6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their
hand;
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7 To execute vengeance upon the nations, and chastisements upon the peoples;

2111°2122 .00°T20 ;D°Pradnr)n oKy N

8 To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;

TDN-52Y NN TN --21N2 LAY DN MY v
9.12-15910 To execute upon them the judgment written; He is the glory of all His
saints. {N}
Hallelujah.



