Tehillim 89 & the 'limits of prayer'
Shiur by Menachem Leibtag /www.tanach.org

A. The principle of 'praise before prayer’ - Bavli Brachot 32a
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B. Before " selichot” the “"shomeya tefilla" - a composite of Biblical verses
Mostly from Tehillim, as illustrated on source sheet
8 verses quoted from 89:6-16 [re: covenant with David]
Note the 'single’ quote in "shomeya tefilla" from Chumash -
Devarim 3:24 -

Moshe's specific praise of God, before his request to enter the Land

C. Tehillim 89 - note the ‘header’ (89:1-5)

The 'structure’ : 1-5 intro/ 6-15 - praise/ 16-19 - shofar
/20-38 - the Covenant with David /39-52 - the Prayer:
Begging God to remember His covenant with House of David

Note how we quote 8 of its 10 verses of praise / see 89:6-15
D. 'Transformative’ purpose of prayer’
Concept of 'yes He will’ vs. 'yes He can’ /

The strategy of prayer to 'remember covenant’
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Hashem’s daring answer in chapter 15
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TEHILLIM 89
1 Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite.

2 1 will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever; to all
generations will | make known Thy faithfulness

3 For | have said: 'For ever is mercy built; in the very
heavens Thou dost establish Thy faithfulness.

4 | have made a covenant with My chosen, | have sworn
unto David My servant:

5 For ever will | establish thy seed, and build up thy throne
to all generations.' Selah

6 So shall the heavens praise Thy wonders, O LORD, Thy
faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.

7 For who in the skies can be compared unto the LORD,
who among the sons of might can be likened unto Him

8 A God dreaded in the great council of the holy ones, and
feared of all them that are about Him?

9 O LORD God of hosts, who is a mighty one, like unto
Thee, O LORD? And Thy faithfulness is round about .

10 Thou rulest the proud swelling of the sea; when the
waves thereof arise, Thou stillest them.

11 Thou didst crush Rahab, as one that is slain; Thou
didst scatter Thine enemies with the arm of Thy strength.

12 Thine are the heavens, Thine also the earth; the world
and the fulness thereof, Thou hast founded them.

14 Thine is an arm with might; strong is Thy hand, and
exalted is Thy right hand.

15 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Thy
throne; mercy and truth go before Thee.

16 Happy is the people that know the joyful shout; they
walk, O LORD, in the light of Thy countenance.

17 In Thy name do they rejoice all the day; and through
Thy righteousness are they exalted.

18 For Thou art the glory of their strength; and in Thy
favour our horn is exalted.

19 For of the LORD is our shield; and the Holy One of
Israel is our king.

20 Then Thou spokest in vision to Thy godly ones, and
saidst: 'l have laid help upon one that is mighty; {N}
| have exalted one chosen out of the people.

21 | have found David My servant; with My holy oil have |
anointed him;

27 He shall call unto Me: Thou art my Father, my God,
and the rock of my salvation.
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39 But Thou hast cast off and rejected, Thou hast been
wroth with Thine anointed.

=~

AN'YN-0Y ,NNAVNN  ;OXNANI,NNIT NNX| L

N YjNI? .'ﬂ'?'?l'\ 'ﬂ"l’l\) N .ARN) 40 Thou hast abhorred the covenant of Thy servant; Thou
T e e L A A hast profaned his crown even to the ground.

]

NNNN 1M¥AN an ”'Dj-.[f’.\'I?? NY19 NN 41 Thou hast broken down a!l his fences; Thou hast
; : ; : : brought his strongholds to ruin.

"OvY .N9N AN M7 .-11\1_!73 Nov an 42 All that pass by the way spoil him; he is become a taunt
A Ve oS TR to his neighbours.

L ToT T VoEES IR 7T How long shall Thy wrath burn like fire?
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