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32 And the earth opened her mouth
and swallowed them up, and their
households, and all the men that
appertained unto Korah, and all their
goods.

33 So they, and all that appertained to
them, went down alive into the pit; and
the earth closed upon them, and they

perished from among the assembly.

9 And the sons of Eliab: Nemuel, and
Dathan, and Abiram. These are that
Dathan and Abiram, the elect of the
congregation, who strove against
Moses and against Aaron in the
company of Korah, when they strove
against the LORD;

10 and the earth opened her mouth,
and swallowed them up together with
Korah, when that company died; what
time the fire devoured two hundred and
fifty men, and they became a sign.

11 Notwithstanding the sons of Korah
died not.

3. Encyclopedia of Biblical Personalities Yishai Chasida page 472



nerwi S

[ In what merit were the sons of Korah saved?
n ;

were sitting with their father and th,,

Whe:/l;:sz, they hung their heads an'd said, “If we
e sawd up for Moses, we will be showung disrespecy
SN sianp And if we do not rise — it is writtey,

r father.
they ;ZL O:hall rise up before the hoary head (Leviticyg

19:32). We had better rise for our teach(?r Moses,
even though we will [thereby] be showing disre.
ed spect for our father.”” At 'fhat moment, thoughts of
ite repentance stirred in their hearts (Yalkut Shimoni,

8 Komah752)-
[JWhen the sons of Korah saw the gaping abyss
5 pelow on one side and fire [of Gehinnom] on the
Y other, they were unable to open their mouths to
t  confess. But as soon as thoughts of repentance
stirred in their hearts, the Holy One, Blessed is He,
accepted them. Whatever thoughts one developed,
the others developed as well; all three were of one

heart (Shocher Tov 45:4).
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the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah

14 Then said Samuel to the people:
'‘Come and let us go to Gilgal, and
renew the kingdom there.'

15 And all the people went to Gilgal;
and there they made Saul king
before the LORD in Gilgal; and there
they sacrificed sacrifices of peace-
offerings before the LORD; and
there Saul and all the men of Israel
rejoiced greatly.

1 And Samuel said unto all Israel:
'Behold, | have hearkened unto
your voice in all that ye said unto
me, and have made a king over
you.

2 And now, behold, the king
walketh before you; and | am old
and grayheaded; and, behold, my
sons are with you; and | have
walked before you from my youth
unto this day.

3 Here | am; witness against me
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before the LORD, and before His
anointed: whose ox have | taken?
or whose ass have | taken? or
whom have | defrauded? or whom
have | oppressed? or of whose
hand have | taken a ransom to
blind mine eyes therewith? and |
will restore it you.'

Bamidbar 16:15
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Moses was much aggrieved and he
said to the LORD, “Pay no regard
to their oblation. | have not taken
the ass of any one of them, nor
have | wronged any one of them.

4 And they said: 'Thou hast not
defrauded us, nor oppressed us,
neither hast thou taken aught of
any man's hand.'

5 And he said unto them: "The
LORD is witness against you, and
His anointed is witness this day,
that ye have not found aught in my
hand.' And they said: 'He is
witness.' {P}

6 And Samuel said unto the
people: 'lt is the LORD that made
Moses and Aaron, and that brought
your fathers up out of the land of

Egypt.
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7 Now therefore stand still, that |
may plead with you before the
LORD concerning all the righteous
acts of the LORD, which He did to
you and to your fathers.

8 When Jacob was come into
Egypt, then your fathers cried unto
the LORD, and the LORD sent
Moses and Aaron, who brought
forth your fathers out of Egypt, and
they were made to dwell in this
place.

9 But they forgot the LORD their
God, and He gave them over into
the hand of Sisera, captain of the
host of Hazor, and into the hand of
the Philistines, and into the hand of
the king of Moab, and they fought
against them.

10 And they cried unto the LORD,
and said: We have sinned,
because we have forsaken the
LORD, and have served the Baalim
and the Ashtaroth; but now deliver
us out of the hand of our enemies,
and we will serve Thee.

11 And the LORD sent Jerubbaal,
and Bedan, and Jephthah, and
Samuel, and delivered you out of
the hand of your enemies on every
side, and ye dwelt in safety.

12 And when ye saw that Nahash
the king of the children of Ammon
came against you, ye said unto me:
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Nay, but a king shall reign over us;
when the LORD your God was your
king.

13 Now therefore behold the king
whom ye have chosen, and whom
ye have asked for; and, behold, the
LORD hath set a king over you.

14 If ye will fear the LORD, and
serve Him, and hearken unto His
voice, and not rebel against the
commandment of the LORD, and
both ye and also the king that
reigneth over you be followers of
the LORD your God--;

15 but if ye will not hearken unto
the voice of the LORD, but rebel
against the commandment of the
LORD, then shall the hand of the
LORD be against you, and against
your fathers.

16 Now therefore stand still and
see this great thing, which the
LORD will do before your eyes.

17 Is it not wheat harvest to-day? |
will call unto the LORD, that He
may send thunder and rain; and ye
shall know and see that your
wickedness is great, which ye have
done in the sight of the LORD, in
asking you a king.' {S}

18 So Samuel called unto the
LORD; and the LORD sent thunder
and rain that day; and all the
people greatly feared the LORD
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and Samuel.

19 And all the people said unto
Samuel: 'Pray for thy servants unto
the LORD thy God, that we die not;
for we have added unto all our sins
this evil, to ask us a king.'

20 And Samuel said unto the
people: 'Fear not; ye have indeed
done all this evil; yet turn not aside
from following the LORD, but serve
the LORD with all your heart;

21 and turn ye not aside; for then
should ye go after vain things
which cannot profit nor deliver, for
they are vain.

22 For the LORD will not forsake
His people for His great name's
sake; because it hath pleased the
LORD to make you a people unto
Himself.

23 Moreover as for me, far be it
from me that | should sin against
the LORD in ceasing to pray for
you; but | will instruct you in the
good and the right way.

24 Only fear the LORD, and serve
Him in truth with all your heart; for
consider how great things He hath
done for you.
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6. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch “Haftoroth” page 329
2 memll:':nvl:ep::)ov::sli:le?‘?u}tl:e.r “that it was this: selfsame Samue] Who.
the most important historical moment, fought with, and impressive imu;,;;
ﬂnm

nst, every thought of one man ruling in Israel “in the way of
people the :

:f:ilms"; and who brought home to the minds of the
rule of God in the guidance and formation of the fate of Israel; who i

truth, proved himself the incorporation of the conscience of the natio 5
the one who carried on the lofty spirit of the immortal first leader of the

nation; that this Samuel was — as is recorded in 1. Chron. V121 et geq
— the descendent of — Korach, who filled with low jealousy, denied the

Divine origin of Moses’s mission, and tried to mislead the nation to defegt-
jon in order to obtain the place of leader for himself; then we can understand

why just this chapter is chosen for the Haphtora to this Sidra. We cn
power and wisdom of the

only bow our heads in respect for the great
Divine education which, for the service of the goals of Its Rule, can suc

ceed in producing such a shoot from such a stem.



