1. Shemos 30: 11-16
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11 And the LORD spoke unto
Moses, saying:

12 'When thou takest the sum of the
children of Israel, according to their
number, then shall they give every
man a ransom for his soul unto the
LORD, when thou numberest them;
that there be no plague among
them, when thou numberest them.

13 This they shall give, every one
that passeth among them that are
numbered, half a shekel after the
shekel of the sanctuary--the shekel
is twenty gerahs--half a shekel for
an offering to the LORD.

14 Every one that passeth among
them that are numbered, from
twenty years old and upward, shall
give the offering of the LORD.

15 The rich shall not give more, and
the poor shall not give less, than the
half shekel, when they give the
offering of the LORD, to make
atonement for your souls.

16 And thou shalt take the
atonement money from the children
of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the
service of the tent of meeting, that it
may be a memorial for the children
of Israel before the LORD, to make
atonement for your souls.'



2. Rashi Shemos 30:15
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each of them gave half a shekel.These were employed in purchasing the
communal sacrifices for each year. Rich and poor were made alike in regard to
these half shekels; and it is with reference to this heave offering that Scripture
uses here the expression n>'nwo 7y 19347, “to make expiation for your souls”,
for sacrifices were brought in order to make atonement.

3. Or HaChaim Shemos 30:12

Our sages comment that a sinner causes his head to be bowed as a result of his
sins. Evil is defined as something which causes man to look only at what is below
him, at the ground, whereas nwiTjp, sanctity, results in raising up one's head and
elevating a person spiritually. ...Inasmuch as the Torah commands this count after
the sin of the golden calf as Rashi concluded based on the words vy Inix nnai
Tym 7nX N1y "and you will appoint it for the service of the Tent of Meeting" in
verse 16, we can understand why the expression Xxwn D, "when you will raise," is
appropriate. We encounter a similar use of the word xwn in Genesis 40,13 when
the Torah refers to Pharaoh "raising" the head of the chief of the butlers who
would be reinstated into his position. In our case, the Israelites will be enabled to
hold their heads high again as a result of this count which served as atonement
for the sin of the golden calf. Up until this time they had not felt able to raise their
heads due to the shame of having had a part in that sin.

4. Mishna Torah Hilchos Shekalim 1:1
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The Torah commands each member of Israel to contribute half a shekel each year.
Even a poor man who lives on charity is required to give; he borrows or sells the
garment off his back and contributes a silver half-shekel



5. Bava Basra 9a

,' N'MN1) XY MY 7pwn N'whY [NN7n] myy DTR yan' X 07197 'oX 21 X
1'N7X N2 NTIAY7 N2 77wn WYY 'Y NN nivn 1'2y ntaynt (17

Rav Asi says: A person should never prevent himself from giving at least one-third

of a shekel a year in charity, as it is stated: “And we also established mitzvot upon

ourselves, to charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel for the service

of the House of our God”

6. Bamidbar 35: 31, 32
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31 Moreover ye shall take no ransom for
the life of a murderer, that is guilty of
death; but he shall surely be put to death.

32 And ye shall take no ransom for him
that is fled to his city of refuge, that he
should come again to dwell in the land,
until the death of the priest

29 But if the ox was wont to gore in time
past, and warning hath been given to its
owner, and he hath not kept it in, but it
hath killed a man or a woman; the ox
shall be stoned, and its owner also shall
be put to death.

30 If there be laid on him a ransom, then
he shall give for the redemption of his life
whatsoever is laid upon him.
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This nX is not conditional but it has the same meaning as in (Exodus 22:24) “When
(oX) thou lendest money” where it has the meaning of "wK, “when” (foritis a
duty to lend money to the poor and it is not optional). It is the law regarding him
that the court should set on him a ransom.

7. Rabbeinu Bachya Shemos 30:12

The most important revelation of our verse is that all the people that were
counted each enjoy individual supervision of their fates by the Lord G’d. All the
deeds performed by any individual are recorded. This is why these people
become potential victims of a plague. As long as they had only been part of a
whole, and not individuals in their own right, the evil eye had not been able to
focus on them, seeing they were not a number in themselves. The whole idea of
enjoying individual supervision of one’s fate by G’d carries with it also the
awesome responsibility of ensuring one does not become a candidate for
punishment by G’d.

When the woman of Shunem for whom the prophet Elisha had offered to
intercede with the king (Kings Il 4,3) declined his offer by saying: “I live amongst
my people,” (I do not need to be singled out), she had exactly this thought in
mind. Once she would have become a known quantity at the king’s court, she was
also liable to draw unwelcome attention to herself if she committed a mistake. As
long as she was more or less anonymous, no trespass would be accounted as her
personal fault specifically.

The day on which all our actions are reviewed by G’d is Rosh Hashanah, New
year’s Day. On that day each one of us is treated as an individual and this is why it
is such an awesome day. On that day our deeds are isolated from the fact that all
of us are also members of the community at large (compare Jeremiah 32,19). We
also find this thought in Ruth 1,1 where the prophet Samuel begins the Book by
stressing the individuality of Elimelech and how by trying to be different from the



community and suffering their collective fate he set himself up for punitive action
by G’d involving both him and his sons.

8. Seforno Shemos 30:12
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the need to count human beings stems from the fact that human beings are not
the same each time, i.e. ever since death was decreed upon mankind this reflects
sin. Prior to sin man, who was meant to live indefinitely, would be the same at
each count. The sages have said that no one dies unless he had committed a sin
(Shabbat 55). It follows that mention of a head count of people is an oblique
reminder of man’s sin, his guilt.

9. Rashi Shemos 30:12
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for numbers (i. e. things that have been numbered) are subject to the influence of
the “evil eye”, and therefore if you count them by their polls pestilence may befall
them, as we find happened, in the days of David

10. Shmuel Bet 24
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11.Brachos 62b
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As for David’s statement to Saul: “If it be the Lord that has incited you against me,
let Him accept an offering” (I Samuel 26:19), Rabbi Elazar said that the Holy One,
Blessed be He, said to David: Do you call Me an inciter? In retribution, | will cause



you to fail in a matter that even schoolchildren know, as it is written: “When you
take the sum of the children of Israel, according to their number, then shall they
give every man a ransom for his soul unto the Lord, when you number them; that
there be no plague among them, when you number them” (Exodus 30:12).
Immediately after God said this to David, “Satan stood up against Israel and
incited David to number Israel” (I Chronicles 21:1). Moreover, it is written: “And
again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and He incited David
against them, saying: Go, number Israel and Judea” (Il Samuel 24:1). The
proportional response to David’s calling God an inciter was that He incited David.
And when he counted them, he did not take a ransom from them, and he was
punished, as it is written: “So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from the
morning even to the appointed time” (Il Samuel 24:15)

12. Rav Hirsch Shemos 30:14



However, the contribution



