1. Rosh Hashana 19b
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Rabbi Yosei says: When the Temple is standing, these days are prohibited for
fasting because these days are a source of joy for Israel. But when the Temple is
not standing, these days are permitted for fasting because these days are a
source of mourning for them.

2. Rosh Hashana 18b
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Rav Yosef said: Hanukkah is different, as there is the mitzva of lighting candles,
Abaye said to him: What is this argument? Let Hanukkah itself be nullified, and let
its mitzva of lighting candles be nullified with it.
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Rather, Rav Yosef retracted his previous explanation and said: Hanukkah is
different, as its miracle is well known

3. Shabbos 21b
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The Gemara asks: What is Hanukkah? The Sages taught in Megillat Ta’anit: On the
twenty-fifth of Kislev, the days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not eulogize on
them and one may not fast on them. What is the reason? When the Greeks
entered the Sanctuary they defiled all the oils that were in the Sanctuary.

4. Rambam Hilchos Chanukah 3:1
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During the period of the second Temple, when the Greek kings were in power,
they proclaimed decrees against the Jewish people, abrogating their religion and
forbidding them to study the Torah or to perform the divine precepts. They laid
their hands on their wealth and their daughters; they entered the Temple and
broke through it, defiling the things that were pure. The people of Israel were
sorely distressed by their enemies, who oppressed them ruthlessly until the God
of our fathers took pity, saved and rescued them from the hands of the tyrants.

5. Al Hanissim
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In the days of Matisyahu, son of Yochanan the High Priest, the Hasmonean and his
sons, when the evil Greek kingdom rose up against Your people Israel to make
them forget Your Torah and to turn them away from the statutes of Your will—
You, in Your abundant mercy, stood by them in their time of distress, You
defended their cause, You judged their grievances, You avenged them.

6. Bereishis 33:3
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He himself went on ahead and bowed low to the ground seven times until he was
near his brother.

7. The Rav “Days of Deliverance” page 135
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8. Berieshis 32:14-16
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After spending the night there, he selected from what was at hand these presents
for his brother Esau:
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200 she-goats and 20 he-goats; 200 ewes and 20 rams;
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30 milk camels with their colts; 40 cows and 10 bulls; 20 she-asses and 10 he-
asses.

9. Bereishis 32: 18-19
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He instructed the one in front as follows, “When my brother Esau meets you and
asks you, ‘Whose man are you? Where are you going? And whose [animals] are
these ahead of you?’
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you shall answer, ‘Your servant Jacob’s; they are a gift sent to my lord Esau; and
[Jacob] himself is right behind us.””

10. Bereishis 33:12
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And [Esau] said, “Let us start on our journey, and | will proceed at your pace.”

11. The Rav “Days of Deliverance” page 138
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12. Ketubot 63a
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Rabbi Akiva was the shepherd of ben Kalba Savua, one of the wealthy residents of
Jerusalem. The daughter of Ben Kalba Savua saw that he was humble and refined.
She said to him: If | betroth myself to you, will you go to the study hall to learn
Torah? He said to her: Yes. She became betrothed to him privately and sent him
off to study. Her father heard this and became angry. He removed her from his
house and took a vow prohibiting her from benefiting from his property. Rabbi
Akiva went and sat for twelve years in the study hall. When he came back to his
house he brought twelve thousand students with him, and as he approached he
heard an old man saying to his wife: For how long will you lead the life of a widow
of a living man, living alone while your husband is in another place? She said to
him: If he would listen to me, he would sit and study for another twelve years.
When Rabbi Akiva heard this he said: | have permission to do this. He went back
and sat for another twelve years in the study hall. When he came back he brought
twenty-four thousand students with him.

His wife heard and went out toward him to greet him. Her neighbors said: Borrow
some clothes and wear them, as your current apparel is not appropriate to meet
an important person. She said to them: “A righteous man understands the life of
his beast” (Proverbs 12:10). When she came to him she fell on her face and kissed
his feet. His attendants pushed her away as they did not know who she was, and
he said to them: Leave her alone, as my Torah knowledge and yours is actually
hers.

13. Zechariah 4:1-3
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The angel who talked with me came back and woke me as a man is wakened from
sleep.

ARV A1 R 2AT i mang | R [AKI] MR AT DRK NN R 0K
IAYKIT7Y YN NiNAT Niyin NYaY nyay 2y DN Nyl



He said to me, “What do you see?” And | answered, “l see a lampstand all of gold,
with a bowl above it. The lamps on it are seven in number, and the lamps above it
have seven pipes;
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and by it are two olive trees, one on the right of the bowl and one on its left.”
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l, in turn, asked the angel who talked with me, “What do those things mean, my
lord?”
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“Do you not know what those things mean?” asked the angel who talked with me;
and | said, “No, my lord.”
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Then he explained to me as follows: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel:
Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit—said the LORD of Hosts.
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Whoever you are, O great mountain in the path of Zerubbabel, turn into level
ground! For he shall produce that excellent stone; it shall be greeted with shouts
of ‘Beautiful! Beautiful!””

14. Bamidbar Rabba 15:3
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(Numb. 8:2) “When you set up the lamps”: You find that, when twelve tribes
presented offerings at the dedication of the altar, the tribe of Levi did not offer
anything. They were depressed and said, “Why were we removed from making an
offering at the dedication of the altar?” A parable: To what is the matter
comparable? To a king who made a banquet and each day invited various
artisans. Now he had a certain friend who he loved exceedingly, but he did not
invite him along with them. So he was depressed saying, “Perhaps the king
harbors [some grievance] against me in his heart. [Perhaps] it is for this reason
that the king has not invited me to any of the feasts.” When the days of the feast
had passed [the king] called the friend [and] said to him, “For all the people of the
province | made [that] feast, but for you only | am making one single feast for
yourself. Why? Because you are my friend.” So this king is the King of kings, the
Holy One, blessed be He. You find that the twelve tribes brought offerings for the
dedication of the altar and the Holy One, blessed be He, accepted them, as stated
(in Numb. 7:5), “Take it from them.” But the tribe of Levi did not bring an offering.
When the dedication of the altar had passed, the Holy One, blessed be He, said to
Aaron and his sons, “All the tribes have made a dedication. Now you make a
dedication by yourselves.” It is therefore stated (in Numb. 8:2), “Speak unto
Aaron [and say unto him], “‘When you set up the lamps,”” and afterwards [it is
written] (in vs. 6), “Take the Levites.”



